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LETT . nh 
To His Grace The | 
LorddPRIMATE 
"arg 0 oF A LL: 925 
IRELAND. 


May it glue your GR acer, 


the Converſation I 1 lately tha: 
| with you upon Svhjects of Literature, 
[ have been exceedingly pleaſed, and 
you will excuſe me if I ſay exceeding- 
Ad. N iy ſurpriſed: Pleaſed, that in moſt 
1 our Sentiments have ſo exactly agreed; 
ſurprized, that in that exceſſive Crowd and Hurry 
of Men and Buſineſs, in which you are ſo conſtant- 
ly employed, you had found Leiſure and Time to 
read, and not only to read but to conſider and di- 
A 2 sel, 


— — 
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geſt, what has been brought i into the World under | 
the Title of Lord ks 5 Works. 5 


They who. with no friendly View, Nee ſo in- 
duſtriouſſy cut you out Employment of another 
Kind; judging of you, by the Interruption and 
Diſturbance their Labours have brought upon 
themſelves, will not readily imagine, or being 
told will poſſibly not believe, that your Grace had 
either Time or Attention for ſuch Exerciſes ; for 
Exerciſes that require ſedate, and undiſturbed- 
Thought, and which yield little Entertainment 
and leis Profit, where the Mind is diſtracted with 


the Cares of Ambition, of Avarice, or of Plea- 
ſure. 


In the Situation you hve been in for ſome time 
paſt (a Situation that Neceſſity had forced you into, 
a Neceſſity too that you had no way to ſhift off 
'_ even Friends the beſt diſpoſed, would hardly ex- 
pect it: In Circumſtances ſo apt to perplex, and 
where they do, that render Perplexity ſo excuſable, 
ſuch Evenneſs and Compoſure, is very uncom- 
mon: In ſuch Cates it is _ looked for; it is a 
Diſappointment to find it. The Man who enjoys 
it, however deeply 1 in the World, cer- 
rainly lives above it; the Cares of the World, 
whatever ill Nature may ſuggeſt to the contrary, 
and however ſtrongly they may preſs or ſolicit, are! 
in his Account but ſecondary Cares, he has a Spring | 
of Joy and Satisfaction within, that no Torrent: 

from without, however. impetuouſly it may bear 
eint him, can ever vitiate or foul. = 


In writing to your Grace, I ſhould decline ſay- 
ing any thing, that hg ane Air or Appearance. of. 
Compliment, did . cee 
at the ſame time 1 J World : You know my 
chit 
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Deſign, and therefore muſt excuſe what you may 
not like; I have your Permiſſion to make you the 
Medium for conveying my Sentiments upon this 
Occaſion to the Publick: You did not impoſe, but 
you gave the Hint, you pointed out the Taſk J 
have here aſſigned to myſeif, and you know the 
Track in which I am to go. mt | 


Common Reputation at the firſt Appearance of 
this Author's Works, had repreſented them as very 
formidable : Upon nearer Acquaintance in your 
Grace's Judgment, as well as mine, the Terror 
abates, by Familiarity, we both think it wears off. 
A Writer who advances ſo many wild Paradoxes ; 
who maintains fo many and ſo palpable Abſurdi- 
ties; who ſo often, frequently in the Com- 
paſs of a few Pages, contradicts himſelf; who va- 
ries, and who changes his Character ſo often, and 
makes Conceſſions in one, which he is forced to 
retract in the next; who charges Authors with 
what they never ſaid, and quotes others upon 
Truſt, at beſt upon Memory, without conſulting, 
or looking into them; who ſets himſelf againft 
Religion in general, and is for tearing up, and 
pulling down without planting, or building any 
thing in the room of what he would deſtroy ; can 
never, I apprehend, be much followed, or long 
admired : Religion I compute cannot ſuffer much 
by his Means, Revelation, I have no Fears, will 
be able to ſtand its Ground againſt him. 


In this Judgment of the Author and his Per- 
formance, your Grace I think ſeemed poſitive as 
well as I. I apprehend, however, that we both 
think, that a full and juſt Confutation of all, or his 
principal Errors, is not a Taſk to be raſhly and 
haſtily undertaken by any one. It 1s perhaps too 
much for any fingle Perſon to undertake : Non 
A 3 omucs 
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omnes poſſumus omnia; without good Helps, or an 
uncommon Stock of Erudition, whoever ventures 
upon it, can hardly hope to ſucceed. I do not 
think him invincible, but I think in many Caſes 
there will be Difficulty in coming at him, and 
harder till to aſſail him: for he is not only expert 
but maſterly in the Uſe of his Weapons, and 
where he attacks with the greateſt Fierceneſs, is 
rarely wanting in the neceſſary Caution to guard 
and defend himſelf. Beſides what in theſe Vo- 
lumes we here ſee brought together, is apparently 
the Reſult of much Reading, long Labour, and 
intenſe Study : In collecting the Materials great 
Care, and a pretty accurate Choice has been, viſi- 
bly employed, ſeemingly more in the manner of 
dreſſing and ſerving them up: And tho' it is a 
Cauſe, to which every Man, who has a clear Head, 
and a good Heart, may juſtly conſider himſelf as 
ſummoned to its Defence: Yet as it is liable to 
ſuffer (as we have too often ſeen from paſt Experi- 


ments) by a weak,, inſufficient, or imprudent one, 


it will require for the Reaſons I have mentioned 
to be warily, and at the ſame time very judiciouſſy 
handled; The Author of the Div. Leg. can hard- 
ly, I apprehend, avoid ſhewing himſelf upon the 
Occaſion, nor will ſuch an Opportunity of expoſing 
the Author's Paradoxes, and defending his own, 
I dare fay eſcape him : But I queſtion whether any 
but a Sh-———+ or a re, be ſufficient for 
the Whole : Would either of theſe advance, this 
Gclah, I doubt not, would ſoon fall, anckhis Con- 
federates all be forced to quit the Field: Whe- 
ther this 1s to be expected your Grace 1s abler to 


gueſs than I. But I may be allowed to put it 
among the Deſiderata. 


There is, my Lord, no great Vanity in ſaying, 
that in moſt things I could clearly point out his 
| ITOTS 
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Errors ; in more than I have undertaken, I ſhould 
not deſpair of being able to confute them, but I 
have other Reaſons beſides Modeſty (moſtly a good 
Excuſe) for declining a Taſk of ſuch extent, and 
confining my ſelf to a ſingle Part; if Cudworth, 
King, Clarke, and Moolaſton were to the fore, how- 
ever indefenſible in ſome things they may ſeveral- 
ly be, particularly the third, they would have little 
Difficulty in dealing with him: On the Obligations; 
of Morality, on the Evidences of Revealed Reli- 
gion, the Immortality of the Soul, the Certainty 
and Neceſſity of a Future State for the Retribution 
of Sin and Virtue, and the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and. 
' Goodneſs of Providence in the general Diſtribution 
of Good and Evil here, they would not, I Ja 
(your Grace I am confident believes the Tame}, 00 
much puzzled to defend themſelves. 


Well might the Author rail i Pra and ſo bits 
terly at Metaphyſicks, for whatever elſe he excelled 
in, this was not a Province he ſhould have choſen, 
he was by no means Maſter of it: Whether an 
one may ever ariſe competent to the Undertaking, 
with Ability to clear up, and rid theſe Queſtions of 
all the Difficulties they are involved in, is a Point 
problematical to Day, and may be ſo perhaps a 
hundred Years hence. It is a thing, I doubt, ra- 
ther to be wiſhed, than to be hoped : but from an 
Obſervation or two 1 ſhall preſently make, it will 
be plain that our Author was by no means equal 
to it; and if we are to reſt in obſcure, weak, 
and imperfect Accounts, we may as well, we may 
better, and more conſiſtently with Duty, reſt in 
ſuch as do, as they are intended to do, give both 
Force and Evidence to Revelation and Religion, 
than in ſuch as are intentionally calculated, and 
may poſſibly have ſome Effect in weakning them. | 
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Metaphyſicks, I own is the aft Part of Science 
would chuſe to ſhew myſelf in, for this Reafon, 
that it is, as your Grace well knows, and all they 
have found, who have gone fartheſt and deepeſt 
into it, a Field without Bounds or Encloſure; a 


Well without a Bottom, or if it has a Bottom, al- 


ways foul and muddy before you come near 
it. | 


\ Weak and unſized as I am to wade in ſuch 
Depths, an Inſtance or two your Grace will in- 
dulge me in, and the candid Reader will not think 
it impertinent to ſhew, how ſlightly and ſuperfici- 
ally the Argument often paſſes under his Hands, 
even where he expatiates, and triumphs with 
moſt Eclat ; and with what Eaſe it might be ſome- 
times turned againſt him, or the Difficulty ſo in- 


creaſed as to render 1 it impoſſible for win to get out 
of it. 


In Anſwer to Dr. Cudworth, who had ſaid, 
& that Things are by Nature what they are and 
* not by Will.” He ſays * That Things are what 
they are by immutable Natures which the 2 of God 
hath given them, &c. That to ſay ſo, is more con- 


fifkent with 7. beiſm. But the Defenders of Cud- 


worth's Scheme, will ſtill I preſume be of Opinion, 
that it is to the full as conſiſtent with Theiſm as 
his. For thus they might and probably would 
argue, that tho* many things are mutable by the 
Will of God, which are immutable by the Will of 
Man: in Philoſophical Strictneſs nothing is immu- 
table, that was the Reſult of Will at firſt ; becauſe the 
ſame Will that had Power to make, will always have 
Power to alter , and if the Will that made them, 


* Vol. s. p. 49. 
| may 
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may alter them pf factum, the fame Will might 
have conſtituted them differently ante attum : If the 
Partiſans of this Author ſhould reply to this, by 
ſaying, © That God's Will cannot change becauſe 
« he acts neceſſarily, They will then be liable to 
be preſſed with - theſe conſequent Abſurdities, 
(1) That in God there is no Liberty of Will. And 
(2) that there is no Difference nor any Ground for 
Diſtinction between the Things themſelves. Good, 
at that rate, might have been Evil, and Evil 
Good ; becauſe there was no Congruity, no Fitneſs 
to determine the Will of. God, to chuſe one Con- 
ſtitution more than the other : Nay, my Lord, I 
ſuſpe& they would puſh the Conſequences farther, 
and infer that Man was not made to act in Confor- 
mity to an unchangeable Law, but that Man was 
made firſt, and the Law fitted to him after- 
wards. To adds J : TON ION 36. 6.x by 

Let us follow him, my Lord, in this Inſtance a 
little farther: Arguing againſt' Hobbes he ſays *, 
We might as well ſay that Columbus diſcovered 
% anew World in the abſolute, - as well as relative 
“ Senſe of the Words, as to ſay, that when Men 
* diſtinguiſhed between juſt and unjuſt, and 
made Laws on that Diſtinction, they made that 
to be yuſt and unjuſt, which was indifferent be- 
fore.“ Might not Cudworth and Clarke replied to 
this? that the ſame Argument will hold againſt. 
himſelf, when he oppoſes them ? for if juſt and 
unjuſt are not the Reſult of eternal immutable Re- 
lations, but began and exiſted only when God 
made the Diſtinction, and on that Diſtinction ' 
made Laws, the Concluſion would ſeem to be 
ſtrongly in their Favour, that he made that juſt, 


* Ibid p. 34. 1 
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which might have been unjuſt before; or at beſt 
was actually indifferent. 


To help Th Argument he adds, % That the na- 
4 tural Obligation to exerciſe Benevolence and ad- 
% miniſter Juſtice, is as evident to human Reaſon, 


< as the deſire of human Happineſs is agreeable to 
" human Inſtinct.“ But tho' Cydworth and Clarke a- 
gree with him in this, and wauld not ſtop to uſe 


the ſame Language, it will not help him out: 


becauſe in Caſes where theſe 3 Affections 


have not Place, the Obligations are not evident to 


human Reaſon ; and as ſuch Caſes there certainly 
are, the Author without deſigning it, has formed 
an Argument in favour of Revelation: : The De- 
ſire of Happineſs, undoubtedly is agreeable to 
human Inſtinct, i. e. our own, Happineſs, not al- 
ways that of others; the ſelfiſh Principle is uni- 


verſal, the ſocial not ſo; there are Savages that 
have no ſuch Affections, till cultivated by Diſci- 


pline, or rather diſciplined by Society; and it may 


even then be a Queſtion, whether what is thus 


only grafted on human Nature, might not be al- 
tered again or loſt. Without going out of Europe, 


to Savage Nations, for Examples, we may ſee the 


moſt ſtrong natural Affections, the moſt uſeful ſo- 
cial ones, not only corrupted and depraved, but 


ſometimes quite extinguiſhed, by a corrupt and 
perverſe Application of Religion, 


Again; the great Miſtake he ſays of Mr. 
Hobbes was, „That he admitted a Rule, but not 
* a Law of Nature: * Now I could bring his fa- 
vourite Twlly to diſpute with him; that wherever 


we diſcover a Rule we diſcover. a Law, but I 


chuſe onl; to obſerve that Clarke and Cudworth 


* Ibid. p. 88. 
would 
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would prove againſt him that he was guilty of the 
very ſame Miſtake, and that after all his Pains ta 
keep clear of Mr. Hobbes's Scheme, he has unwa- 
rily run into it, and that the real Difference be- 
tween them is in Fact only in Words. 


Again, as this Author is ſometimes very unlucky 
in his Arguments, ſo he is at others very unwary 
in his Expreſſions: He admits in one Place“ 
« That Wiſdom determines God all times to do 
© what is beſt upon the whole, this is not to be 
diſputed, for it certainly does; but then I am confi- 


dent your Grace will eaſily ſhe, what Advantage 


Cudworth or Clarke would make of this Conceſſion : 
for if God doth this always, he certainly did it at 
the Creation, his Wiſdom operated in the ſame 
manner in making that it does in governing: and 
if he then did what was fitteſt, might not either of 
them aptly argue, that then there was a fitneſs to 
determine his Will. If infinite Wiſdom, they 
would ſay, judged of the fitneſs, infinite Will did 
not make it: God does nothing without a Reaſon, 
Reaſon then was prior or antecedent to the Act of 
the Will: If there were two or more Poſſibles, 
God choſe the beſt ; but Election, or Judgment to 
determine between two or more Poſſibles, muſt 
be by Compariſon : God therefore, they would ſay, 
chuſes or judges by comparing of Ideas (which the 
Author flatly denies) and that the ſame 1s the Pro- 
cedure of Man's Judgment, with . this Difference, 
that Man judges erringly and imperfectly, he per- 
fectly and unerringly : the Reaſon is he knows the 
Eſſences of Things, Man only the Properties and 
Qualities : His Knowledge comprehends the 
whole, Man's only a ſmall Part; he is ſubject to 
no Biaſs, Man is: The Eſſences of Th ligs muſt 


* Ibid. 
have 
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have exiſted before they could be compared, or 
ready for Judgment: if not the Eſſences of 
Things, at leaſt the archetypal Ideas in the Divine 
Mind muſt, which they would maintain was the 
ſame thing: and ſo the whole of that Doctrine 
which he had pronounced impious and blaſphe- 


mous, they would think eſtabliſned by his own 


Reaſoning. - 


If your Grace is not tired with theſe Difficiles 


| Nuge, for indeed they are nugatory, at leaſt in 


the Light that he has ſtated them, I will trouble 
you with one Inſtance more. 


The Author obſerves, arguing with the ſame 
ſubtle Metaphyſicians, That moral Attributes 
& muſt be known a poſteriori, i. e. in the Works 
4 of God and in the Conduct of his Providence: 
„ but it is evident, ſays he, they cannot be fo 
& diſcerned in them as to be the Objects of Imitati- 
£5.:0n, and brings this Inſtance, that he makes his 
Sun to riſe upon the Evil and Good, and ſends 
& Rain upon the Juſt and Unjuſt.” what Anſwer 
may it be imagined Clarie or Cudworth would give 
to this ? I fancy, my Lord, that they would reply, 
that theſe are Inſtances in general of Kindneſs and 
Beneficence ; and in that View, and Senſe imitable, 
though not in exact Manner and Proportion; that 
they gave us general Leſſons of Duty, and tended 
to enlarge our Notions, which without reflecting 
on theſe Examples would be too narrow and par- 
tial: and that as they are Conſequences ariſing 
from general Laws, and fixed Rules by which he 
governs, tho' we cannot always ſee the Equity of 
them, as we are ſo ſmall a Part of that Whole; 
Yet that even in that Senſe, they teach us this very 
uſeful Leſſon, to bear with the Imperfections and 
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Faults of Individuals, when the good of a whole 
may be ſerved or promoted by it; and not from 
peeviſh Reſentment, or Malice refrain from Acts 
of Generoſity and Kindneſs, by which Numbers of 
deſerving People may be benefited, becauſe a few 
unworthy Individuals might ſhare in that Benefit: 
And farther, where the Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
is a Duty not to ſpare a Multitude of guilty 
Perſons, becauſe poſſibly a few innocent may hap- 
pen unavoidably to ſuffer along with them. | 


Thus J imagine, my Lord, they would or might 
reply ; and perhaps go on to .comment upon the 
Cafe of Sodom, and explain the Equity of God's 
expoſtulating and promiſing at the Interceſſion of 
righteous Lot, for the ſake of a few Righteous to 
fave that City. N Sal 


From thefe few, tho' flight Obſervations, it will 


be eaſily diſcernible, that this Author, with all his 


boaſted Sagacity, is not impregnable, and that 
whoever will chuſe to undertake him in this way, 
need not deſpair of being able to deal with him: 
The only diſcouraging Difficulty in his way, after 
pointing out his Miſtakes, will be, to diſentangle 
the Subject, from that diſagreeable Perplexity, 
which an unaccountable Diverfity in the Senti- 
ments of Philoſophers, antient and modern, has 
thrown over it, and of reſting himſelf at laſt upon 
Grounds tenable and firm. 5 


I confeſs to your Grace, that as often as I have 
examined, and very often 1 have examined, I ne- 
ver could find that Spot to reſt upon, nor any Clue 
to guide me thro' the many Windings and Mazes, 
which, as ſoon as we enter, we are all _neceſlarily; 
mvyolved in: Ot the Subject in general we may ys 
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what Origen obſerved of St. Paul's Epiſt. to the Rom. 
The Structure is truly ſuperb and magnificent, 
« the Apartments grand and fine, and the Furniture 
choice and curious, but they are ſo many, at 
% every. Door, ſo many Turnings, ſuch a Variety 
of Proſpects that open to you, and neceſſarily 
« diſtract your Choice, that the very Survey con- 
% founds you, and you wonder whence you came, 
© where you are, and how to get out.” No Man 

rhaps ever made a fairer Attempt to rid the Sub- 
ject of theſe Difficulties, than the learned and in- 
genious Author of the "Tranſlation and Notes upon 
that excellent Work of Archbiſhop King, De Orig. 
Mali. But after the cloſeſt Attention to what the 
Author had ſaid, finding the Difficulty inſtead of 
leſſening always to increaſe, that as one was an- 
ſwered and removed, a new one always ſtarted up, 
and preſented, I at laſt gave over the Chaſe as fruit- 
leſs and vain, reſolved to puzzle my Brains no 


La) 


more about it. A Metaphyſician, my Lord, as 


Mr. M biſton obſerves r, is never at a Loſs for a 
Diſtinction to get out of an Abſurdity, as often as 
you think you have catched him : however home, 
or judiciouſly you puſh at him, he will till parry 
and evade you ; and hence I have imagined, that 
the Difficulty now ſo great, aroſe primarily, not ſo 
much from the ſubject itſelf, as from the manner 
of handling it, and the Reſolution the Combatants 
ſeem ſeverally to have taken, never to give Ground, 
nor ſuffer themſelves to be vanquiſhed or foiled. 


This Comfort however we have that neither the 
Evidences, nor the Obligations of Religion can 
ſuffer by it: Under diſcreet Management, they 


have been of Uſe to confirm the one, and to raiſe 


and illuſtrate the other, but Neceſſity of them, 


+ Mem, Life of Dr. Clarke. 
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there is none; all that we want we can do without 
them, more effectually and more ſecurely than with 
them; leaving them therefore to thoſe who like 
and may chuſe them, I ſhall now, with your 
Grace's Permiſſion, proceed to the Taſk aſſigned. 
In the Opinion of the Author, the Part I have 
choſen is the hardeſt, at leaſt it is that, in which 
he proudly plumes, and ſeems to imagine himſelf 
ſecure: at entring I fondly hope to find it other- 
wiſe, and to acquit myſelf in ſuch manner, that 
your Grace may have no Reaſon to bluſh for your 
Client, or to repent of the Patronage you have 
given him : If I fail, you will, and indeed my 
Lord, you ought to withdraw it: Imperfections 
undoubtedly it will have, and no Eye more 
ready to detect them, than your Grace's ; but 
a few will not deſtroy the Merit of a good Inten- 
tion, and the quicker in diſcerning, the readier you 
will be to make the Allowances I ſhall want, you 
will ſay with your favourite Poet, uon ego paucis of- 
fendar maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, aut bumana 
parum cauta natura. | : 8 


Preparatory to my main deſign, let me turn your 
Eye and your Thoughts to the ſhort Text in my 
Title Page; it may be neceſſary, it cannot be im- 
proper, to take as we go along, a general View of 
our Apoſtle's true Character and Portrait : If in the 
various copyings it has undergone, the Features are 
altered and become deformed, the Original is ſtill 
amiable and fair, Quo propius ſtes te capiet magis, by 
ſtopping to examine, the Readers Affections, if 
they had wandered, may be brought back and re- 


conciled. 


The Picture, my Lord, is drawn from the Life, 
for it is the Apoſtle himſelf that tpeaks to you, and 
it 


K , => 
—— Levee oy pn — 
- — * — — * * * 


o 
ä — — — 
— . — — 2 
—. ⁵tön——.— e ˙m HCO 
_— 5 7 520 6 - 1 « 


it is of himſelf that he is \ a finer or a 
nobler Character if true, it will readily be owned 
cannot be; if it is ſuſpected of Partiality, as com- 


ing from himſelf, the Suſpicion will be removed by 


8 the Occaſion, which invited and which 
forced him to ſpeak 1 in this manner. 


Notwichſtanding his Succeſs at Corinth, in ga- 
thering and eſtabliſhing a Church, and the high 
Admiration and Eſteem he was held-i in there, he 
had not, it ſeems, been long from among them, 


till ſome new Teacher had raiſed up a Faction a- 


gainſt him; and as is ever cuſtomary in all Com- 
petitions for Power or Reputation, had loaded him 
with ſeveral ſevere Calumnies and falſe Aſperſions: 

What he here therefore ſays of himſelf, and in ſun- 
dry other Paſſages of like Import, did not proceed 


from Vanity or Vain-glory ; but in the View, and 


from a Deſign of vindicating himſelf from the Ac- 
cuſations of this falſe Teacher and Seducer, and 
his Partiſans : Had he been writing to Stran- 
gers who knew nothing of him, bur by hearſay, 
and perhaps had heard little more of him, than 
that there was ſuch a Perſon, who under the Cha- 
racter.of an Apoſtle of Chriſt, was very induſtri- 
ous to propagate his Goſpel : or had he been wri- 
ting Memoirs of his own Acts with the View of 
tranſmitting his Character to Poſterity, to ſet it in 
a ſtrong Light for the Admiration of Mankind ; 

and inſtead of ſending theſe Epiſtles to the Corin- 
thians for his preſent Juſtification, had ordered 
th:m to be locked up, or communicated to a few 
ſelect Friends only, not to be publithed till ſome 
convenient time, when it might be out of the Pow- 
er of any one to confront or to contradict him ; 

the Sufpicion in either Caſe would not be ill 
grounded; but the Occaſion and Deſign conſider- 
ed, that his Competitor was actually on the Sper, 


ready 
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ready to confront, and diſpoſed to withſtand him 
if he could ; that his Appeal too, was to People 
ſufficiently qualified to judge between them, and of 
their mutual Pretenſions, and that in this City of 
Corinth, there were probably Numbers, who from 
their — hment to his Rival, would gladly taxe 
the Advan age, and labour to expoſe him, if he 
offered any thing in his own Defence , that either 
was not ſtrictly true, or wanted ſufficient Notorie- 
ty; no ſuch. Suſpicion ought to . or if it ariſe 
ought to be entertained. 

His Succeſs, my Lord, i is another very forcible 
Argument to lead us to this Belief : . The Seducers 
he contended with were forced to give way, his 
Credit roſe by the Competition, he triumphed 
in the Defeat of their Deſigns; the Diviſions 
they had made were healed; they who had 
raſhly ſeparated, to form a different Party were 
reunited and reſtored to the Church; which, if 
either they, or their Seducers had been. able to 
convict him of any Falſhood, any Inſincerity, any 
improper, indirect, or indecent Meaſures ; ; he pro- 
bably would have failed to accompliſh. Had any 
Objection of this ſort lain againſt him, we may, 
we muſt preſume, in the Situation things ſtood, it 
would not have been paſt over; he directly charges 
them upon this Head, is very frank and open in his 
Accuſations, but even from his Defence, where 
ſuch Objections muſt, and ought to have been 
conſidered, we ſee no Ground to infer, nothing 
from which it may be collected, that any ſuch 
Charge had been brought againſt him : They 
knew him perfectly, his manner of Life, bis way 
of teaching; ſo fair, ſo inviting an Opportunity of 
impleading and of expoſing him to Deriſion, In- 
ſult and Shame, had it been a Matter at all in their 
Power, we cannet therefore imagine would have 
flipped through their Hands, without ſome No- 
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18 LETTERS 


tice, or Animadverſion: Nothing of this Kind ap- 
pears, the contrary in all Reſpects ſtrongly does; 

they were not able to deal, or to cope with him: 
He bad Truth and Right of his Side, by the Evi- 
dence he gave of it, he prevailed ; even his firſt 


Epiſtle had overcome their Prejudices, had brought 


them in part to acknowledge their Error, to repent 
of their Raſhneſs, to ſubmit to his Directions: 
This happy Effect he takes notice of, with a kind 
of rapturous Joy in his tecond Ep. For I write 
ſays he, none other Things unto you, than what you 
acknowledge, and I truſt will acknowledge even unto 
the End, that we are your Rejoicing, even as alſo 
ye will be ours in the Day of our Lord Jeſus. 


Your Grace * not be told, b the Reader 
may be farther deſired to obſerve, that the Word 
we have rendered corrupt“, ſignifies literally 10 
traffick for Gain: and ſo, the Senſe will be, that 
he did not like the falſe Teachers, who ſet up 


againſt him, make Gain of their Godlineſs; his 
Vi tew. was to enrich them not himſelf : The Pro- 


feſſion is pretty much the ſame, with what he teſti- 
fies of himſelf in other Parts of this and the fore- 
going Epiſtle : Where he 'endeavours to prove his 
Sincerity by his Diſintereſtedneſs: for all his La- 
bours he neither had, nor looked for any Reward; 
But that when he preached the Goſpel he might make 
the Goſpel without Rs not 10 abuſe his u in 
zhe Gappel. | Tar, 


| 


Pidg edtedneſ in Reality i is· one of the ſtrong- 


bt moſt ſatisfying Proofs that any one can bring 
of his Sincerity.: if it does not prove a Man to be 
no Enthuſiaſt, it certainly- proves him. to be no 


Impoſtor. In the way of worldly Wiſdom, in the 
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common Methods of calculating, where political 
Views are conſulted, and to be ſerved, it is often, 


ſometimes not unjuſtly, held in low account, but 


even where it is of leaſt Uſe, and for that Reaſon, 
but ſlightly reputed, the Man's Sincerity will ſtill 
be unqueſtionable: Where Gain is not to be had, 
or not propoſed, or if to be had is rejected, he that 


to ſerve others ſubmits to any extraordinary Hard- 


ſhips in his own Perſon, has an undoubted Right 
to their Confidence, to be received and treated as 
their Friend: if his Zeal and Ability to ſerve 


them are evident, Good -will, or Senſe of Duty, 


muſt, can be the only Motives, that impel or per- 
ſuade him. 


Where then have we ſeen, where have we ever 
read of a Character that ſhines under the Force of 
this Advantage ſo ſtrongly as St. Paul's? his Right 
to a Maintenance from his Diſciples indeed he 


pleaded; he pleaded it by Reaſons that will for 


ever be in Force, for the ſake of thoſe, who were 
at the time engaged, and afterwards to ſucceed, in 
the ſame Miniſtry ; at the ſame Time when offer- 
ed, when preſſed upon himſelf, he poſitively re- 
jected it. That Power, over them which Nature 
recommended and Reaſon ratified, he iſed not, but 
ſuffered all things left he ſhould hinder the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. In this general View nothing can be more 


amiable than the Character of this Apoſtle, (need 


I heſitate to fay) that it muſt be reſpectible to every 
Man, whoſe Breaft is warmed, with the ſame lau- 
dable Sentiments, whoſe Diſreſpe& to every thing 
ſacred or good, is not previouſly determined, and 
reſolved upon. = 


The Character which St. Paul had acquired 
among the Corinthians, the ſame he had in all the 


Churches he planted, and maintained where- ever 
| B 2 Chri- 
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Chriſtianity was profeſſed for a Succeſſion of Ages: 
His Contemporaries who knew him, and wete 
perfectly informed of the Manner of his Converſi- 
on, and the unwearied Zeal with which he labour- 
ed the Converſion of others: They alſo who came 


next to him, and had the moſt authentic Accounts 
by Tradition or Writipg of all his Acts, all agree, 
- jointly and ſeverally confirm by their Suffrage 
the Accounts of his own Pen: His Reputation for 
great Capacity, extenſive Knowledge, humble and 
ſincere Piety, has been univerſally acknowledged, 
and univerſally admired, in every Country and in 
every Age to which the Fame of his Acts hath 
been carried: His inoffenſive unblameable Man- 
ners, his Integrity and Purity, his invincible For- 
titude, and Firmneſs of Mind, his exemplary Pa- 
tience in ſuffering, his exalted Sentiments of Ge- 
neroſity and Charity, his meek, placid, and placa- 
ble Diſpoſition, in ſhort his whole Demeanor ſo 
holy and fo harmleſs, with every Virtue that might 
endear, every Grace that could adorn, all confirm 
the Teſtimony of the Spirit given to Ananias in a 


Viſion. 


That he was a Veſſel choſen of God, (and fitly cho- 


ſen) to bear his Name before Gemtiles, and Kings, 


and the Children of Iſrael. 


After all, how odd muſt it ſound, how amazing 
to hear ! that this Apoſtle from whom the greateſt 
part of the World received their Chriſtianity, was 


in Fact himſelf no Chriſtian : Affirmed it has been, 
upon what Grounds will be preſently ſeen ; but 


whether ſolid and true, or frivolous and falſe, 
it has the Air of Paradox, and more ſurpri- 
ſing, by coming from one, who after labouring to 
fſubrert every Principle upon which Chriftianity 

ſtands, 
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ſtands, has the Modeſty (the Effrontery I ſhould 
ſay) to rank himſelf _—_ the ſacred Banner, to 


aſſume the Name, and to contend for the Privilege 
of being a Diſciple : For this Reaſon, though none 
other could be given, the Aſſertion we imagine 
will meet with little Credit; becauſe admitting 


„ SS * » © 


him to be, what he ridiculouſly aſſumes, it is in 


a Senſe that exchudes every one beſides ; Upon his 
Scheme, *till this refined Writer had ſettled his 
Notions of Chriſtianity, there has not been a fin- 
gle Chriſtian in the World. If he was the firit, 
without a Spirit of Propheſy we may venture to 
ſay he will be the laſt ; a Scheme that at one Daſh 
ſtrikes out of the Canon all the Books of the New 
Teftament, except two Goſpels, and after aſſent- 
ing in general to the Authenticity of their Ac- 
counts, rejects them again in ſingle and ſeparate 
Examinations, can never prevail or take place, 
however low he is pleaſed to ſet Mankind in the 
Scale of Being, however ſmalt a Portion of Intel- 
ligence he will allow him to have, however 
blind and weak Human Reaſon is, however de- 
praved Human Nature in his Eftimation, it has 
fill, I preſume, Tight enough to fee the Error of 
his Opinions, and Virtue enough to reject them 
with Diſdain. Total Darkneſs, univerſal Corrup- 
tion, will be neceſſary to give Succeſs to a Scheme, 
that robs Men of thoſe Hopes, by which, the 

Good they enjoy is always doubled or improved, 

and the Evil they ſuffer as conſtantly removed and 
made leſs. Immortality is the Deſire of Nature, 
and the Deſires of Nature are not deluſory or vain. 
They were implanted by infinite Wiſdom, they 


will be ſatisffted-by infinite Goodneſs. If the Au- 
thor had no ſuch Longing, his State, whitherto he 


is now removed, will be juſtly different from theirs 
who had. 
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Let me end with the Words of an antient Fa- 
ther, Do I ſay he is damned: I do not. Dol 
1 ſay he is ſaved : I do not. I judge not, I promiſe 


& not, I know not: but / lau bins exit, Ego 
* uon ' fum ſecurus. 


My next Letter, my Lord, will begin with ſta- 
ting the Author's cons ; if I have detained 
you too long in this, I will endeavour hereafter to 
relieve you at more ſeaſonable Intervals. 
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N all the Productions of Human Wiſdom there 
will ever be ſome Marks of Human Weak- 
neſs : Things the moſt convenient and uſeful, 

liable to ſome Inconvenience, ſome Evil from 


Abuſe, — 


Our Conſtitution Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, the 
Envy and Admiration of Foreigners, the beſt, and 
moſt perfect perhaps in the World, hath this very 
notable one, that it turns the Thoughts and At- 
tention of our Countrymen too much and too of- 
ten to theological and political Controverſy. 
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This Inconvenience of late is become exceſſive, 
a kind of epidemic Phrenſy has ſeized all Ranks, 
and Claſſes of People, has ſpoiled and corrupted 
the general Taſte, and in a manner blotted 
& out, buried, or abſorbed all other Science: 
£3 If no Incident ſhould ariſe to check its Progreſs, 
£22 a general Ignorance of every thing elſe, will ere 
long too probably ſucceed, : 


"8 As diſpoſed as our Countrymen are to think (and 
> what in this caſe they think, many of them fooliſhly 
often ſay) that in reſpect of other Nations they ſtand 
like Giants beſide Dwarfs, they fo far outdo them: 
It 1s at this Day problematical, that by going on at 
our preſent Rate, in half a Century, or leſs, we 
B 4 mutt 
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muſt either change our Language or go abroad to 
pick up as muchScience, as may ſerve the Purpoſes of 


our common Profeſſions. Becauſe we can boaſt our 


Bacon in one Age, our Newton and Locke in another, 
who opened the Treafures of Knowledge, and car- 
ried the Human Intellect farther than even the Phi- 


loſophers of Greece or of Ægypt. We ſeem to 


ſuppoſe (we act as if we did ſuppoſe it) that either 
thoſe Treaſures are exhauſted, or that enough 


has been drawn out, and that we may for ever ſub- 


{iſt upon the Stock they left us ; not conſidering 


that the State of Science like the State of Religi- 
on is progreſſive, wherein by not going forward, 


we neceſlarily loſe Ground, and go back. 


What is ſo obvious ought not to ſeem ſtrange : ; 
the Generality among us, 1 mean of thoie who read, 
have no other Reſource to recur to in Search of 
Knowledge, but to the Productions of the Age 
they live in, they look for it not among the Dead, 


but among the Living : Yet how far back wuſt 


one even now go, in the Hopes of finding in ulis 
Native Language, any thing that may improve his 


Mind, or that can give him any real Pleaſure, and 
ſatisfactory Entertainment. 


I conſider myſelf at preſent not as ſpeaking to 
vour Grace, but to my Countrymen in general: 


to you it would not be neceſſary; for I am only en- 


jarging upon a Hint you gave me, when you drew 
to my Remembrance that fine Paſſage of Petronius, 
where ſpeaking of the low, degenerate, dying 
State of Learning in Rome, he ſo appoſitely de- 
icribes its preſent State among us: Ut ideo ego 
* 2duleſcentulos exiſtimo in Scholis Stultiſſimos 
Heri, quia _nihil ex iis quæ in uſu habemus, aut 
audiunt, aut vident, ſed piratas cum catenis in 

. litore 
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ce litore Stantes, & Tyrannos edicta Scribentes.— 
„Qui inter hæc nutriuntur non magis Sapere poſ- 
“ ſunt, quam bene olere qui in Culina habitant. 
« Pace veſtra—Liceat dixiſſe primi omnium Elo- 
% quentiam, perdidiſtis: Grandis, & ut ita dicam, 
4 pudica oratio, non eſt maculoſa, nec turgida, 
ce ſed naturali pulchritud ine exſurgit, nuper ven- 
% toſa iſthæc & enormis loquacitas Athenas ex 
* Aſia (Angliam ex Gallia) commigravit ; animoſ- 
* que Juvenum ad magna ſurgentes, veluti peſ- 
ce tilenti quodam ſidere adflavit, ſimulque corrupta 
* Eloquentiz regula, ſtetit & obmutuit.“ | 


Upon this Head, a noble Writer in the laſt 
Century, made loud Complaint ; his Cenſure gave 
general Offence, and deſervedly, for it was then un- 
ſeaſonable: We had then got into the Way of 


ſtriking out uſeful Knowledge, by inveſtigating 


Nature and the Works of God ; for his Pertneſs he 
was chaſtiſed by many, by, one - particularly, who 
had a Right to do it, he was ſo much his Superior, 
both in Genius and Erudition * : But allowing, 
my Lord, that the Cenſure was unſeaſonable then, 
muſt not a Man be blindly partial, who will ſtop 


to confeſs that it is ſeaſonable now? 


“ Thus Science dwindles whilſt our Volumes 
| #-1WRLS 1 _ 


The ingenious Author of this Expreſſion meaned 
lomething more than to vaticinate : The Plague, 


at the Time he ſaid it, was in fact begun; and the 


Extravagance to which it has ſince raged, is proved, 


very diſagreeably proved, by the exceſſive Swarm 


of trifling filly Books that fill our Shops: That they 


are bought and read, is alſo a Proof how deplora- 
bly our Taſte is corrupted. 
: 5 5 Whe- 
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Whether ſuch a Reſtraint of LNertz as might 
check the Growth of this Evil be poſſible, or if poſ- 
ſible, might be adviſeable, I preſume not to ſay: 
An Attempt to reſtrain it, if it did not ſucceed, 
would certainly do ſome hurt, poſſibly more if it 
did. Our Conſtitution is tender and delicate, and 
by tampering with it, we might do no more than 
Phyſicians in dealing with our natural one too gene- 
rally do, prove that we were very knaviſh, or very 
ignorant, or both: But ſtill we have right to com- 
plain, we ſuffer ſo much by the Abuſe; One, not 
the loweſt, nor leaſt diſagreeable Contequence of it, 
is the Situation we are driven to; we live as it were 
in an hoſtile Land, or like People perpetually at 
War with potent Neighbours, obliged conſtantly 
to be under Arms, and upon the Watch to defend 
our Frontiers from Invaſion : The Miniſters of 
State, and the Miniſters of Religion, both are ſo 
beſet, their Time and their Attention ſo much, 
and ſo neceſſanly taken up, in watching and de- 
fending their reſpective Wards, that they are pre- 
cluded from attempting any Thing great or noble; 
their Senſes and their Powers are all blocked up; 
they can look no farther, yet find full Employ- 
ment. - 


To this unhappy Effect, no one in the different 
Stages of his Life contributed more than our Au- 
thor : In what Part of his Life and Character, as a 
Stateſman, or an Author, he eventually did his 
Country moſt hurt, is not eaſy to decide: After an 
ineffectual Struggle to correct, in his Senſe, one 


Part of the Conſtitution, he ſet himſelf openly to 


ſubvert the other : from being a Traytor to his 
Prince, he turned Apoſtate to God, and died, as 
his favourite Poet ſomewhere has it, Sad Outcaſt 
F both Church and State; what Employment he 

gave 
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gave the Miniſters of State in one Stage is well 


known; how much the Miniſters of Religion have 
now by his Means, on their Hands, every Reader 
perhaps cannot compute; what lies before me is 


but a Sample, and a ſmall one: But, ſince thus it 


is, and thus for a Time it is like to be, we muſt, 
my Lord, contentedly do the beſt we can; though 
the Storm is great, though the Waters rage and 
ſwell, and the Boiſterouſneſs of the Billows neceſ- 
ſarily raiſe ſome Affrightment, yet the Lord of 
Hoſts is with us, he is our Hope and Strength; 
under this Hope we may contentedy, nay, we may 
chearfully ſtruggle on: whilſt we are tugging at 
the Oar, your Grace, with a ſteady Hand, will di- 
rect the Helm, and, by our joint Care, we ſhall in 
the End, I truſt, both fave the Paſſengers and pre- 
ſerve the Ship. | 


It is now Time, your Grace will ſay, to proceed 
to my Taſk, and ſtate the Objections : It is fo; and 
ſhocking and offenſive as the Language in which 
he has delivered himſelf muſt needs be to every 
pious Ear, I ſhall chuſe to give them to the Reader 
in his own Words, that his Partiſans may have no 
reaſon to complain of wrong done him. 


After ſaying ſo much of the unintelligibility 
of St. Paul's Goſpel, Truth, ſays he, authoriſes 
* me to add; That where it is intelligible, it is 
often abſurd, or prophane, or trifling: Is not 
* the Doctrine of paſſive Obedience, which he 
* teaches, moſt intelligibly abſurd ? Is not that 
ce of abſolute Predeſtination moſt intelligibly pro- 
* phane? Is not one of them repugnant to com- 
mon Senſe ? Is not the other as repugnant to 
<< all the Ideas of God's moral Perfections? Would 
* not either of them be ſufficient to ſhake the 

„ 3 . 
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“Credit even of Chriſt's Goſpel, if _ were 
6 contained 1 _— a | 


He had before affirmed and TREE Y to prove, 
that Paul preached a new and a different Goſpel! 
from what Chriſt had preached; and, in other 
Places, charges him with Hypocriſy, and tempo- 
riſing againſt Principle : So that in the whole, we 
have no leſs than five Objections to conſider and 


to anſwer. 


I. That St. Paul „ a new and a diffe- 
rent Goſpel from what Chriſt and the er Apo- 
ſtles had preached. 


II. That the Doctrine of this N 8 it 
is intelligible, is abſurd. 


III. That it is prophane. 
IV. That it is trifling. 


V. That he was a temporiſing and a diſſembling 
Hypocrite. | 


Taken altogether, the Charge we muſt own, my 
Lord, is heavy, and the Matter of it very impor- 
tant: But we have this to chear us, that if the 
Evidence is not inconteſtable, it cannot be thought 
ſufficient ; we have Preſcription of our Side, and 
Rights by Preſcription, even Lawyers do ſay, can- 
not be loſt by Allegations from Hearſay or Surmile, 


As your Grace prudently cautioned, I wil exa: 
mine it with Care, and 1 will examine it with Im- 


partiality: If it turns out to be inſufficient and 


weak, our Religion will be in no Danger of being 
ſhaken ; for though I do not think that our Reli- 
gion 
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gion ſtands altogether upon the Credit and Autho- 


rity of this Apoſtle, yet I plainly think, that his 
Authority helps both to confirm and ſet it off. He 
was not the Foundation or Corner-ſtone, but was 
of great Uſe and Ornament in the Building: If 
his Agreement and Conſiſtency with the Prime 


Builder and his Fellow-labourers is made out, the 


Epithets of abſurd, prophane, and triſfing, will re- 
coil, and lie juſtly againſt thoſe who brought, and 
who defend the Objections. 


I. The Evidence upon which the firſt Article of 
the Account reſts, amounts to no more than this, 
That St. Paul confeſſes the Fact, by calling the 
<« Goſpel he preached his Goſpel * wayymur wws My 
© Goſpel.” | 


We muſt follow him, as he is pleaſed to lead 
us; but if he had not ſo diſtinctly remarked this, 
and inſiſted upon it, it would not be worth conſi- 
dering. LEE 


That St. Paul has uſed this Phraſe, and that in 
three different Places +, we allow; but what Harm 
was either intended, or could follow, we are not 
able to conceive: And I much queſtion whe. 
ther even' this ſevere Critic, would have appre- 
hended, or thought of the Inference, if a Miſtake 
of Mr. Locke's had not helped him to it, and given 
him the Hint. He indeed ſays &, that St. Paul cannot 
be ſuppoſed to have uſed the Expreſſion, unleſs he 
knew that what hepreached had ſomething in it that 
diſtinguiſhed it from what was preached by others: 
We ſhall preſently ſee this was not the Caſe ; but 
admitting it for the preſent ; why, my Lord, might 


it not have ſomething to diſtinguiſh it from what 


others 


* Vol. IV. p. 323. + Ep. Rom. Galat. & Tim. 
$ On Rom. xvi. 
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others preached, without ſubjecting it to the Suſpi- 
cion of Forgery, Falſhood, or Inconſiſtency? If he 
had not imagined, that the Credit of that great 
Man would have given ſome weight to an Opi- 
nion that ſuited ins ſceptical Turn, he would never 
have catched at a Remark in itſelf fo frivolous, 
and 0 inſignificant. | 


II st. Paul, by this Expreſſion, intended any 
Particularity, it could only be to put his Readers 
in mind of a Thing that indeed deſerved their no- 
tice, and neceſſary on Account of his former Cha- 
racter, ſor him frequently to mention, wiz. the 
Manner of his Appointment, and the Method in 
which the Golpel was communicated to him. 


He was the Perſon from whom the Romans and 
Galatians had received it; and Timothy was his 
own dear Son in the Lord : To them he was the 
firſt, the only one, who, perhaps, had brought the 
Glad. tidings: upon his Authority they had received 
4 to them therefore it was not py his 


QT „ 


* Kingdem of his own, renouncing and diſ⸗- 
avowing his Father's Supremacy, when che ſaid: 
My Hing dom is not, &c. In the Senſe of this Wri- 
ter, his directing his Diſciples to pray to their Fa- 
ther in lcaven, that his Kingdom might _ 
wou 
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would not ſerve to acquit him; ſince repeated Ac- 


knowledgments, of like Import, and to the ſame 
Effect, will not with him acquit St. Paul. 


It is in conformity to this Mode of Speaking, 
that we call thoſe Hiſtories of the Acts and Ser- 
mons of Chriſt, the Goſpels of Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, &c. the Senſe of which is never miſtaken, 
though the Impropriety of the one is equal, or 
greater than of the other, All that it imports 1s, that 
the Authenticity of one depends upon the Credit 


of the other; his Meaning could be no more than 


to certify, that the Goſpel they had received from 
him was genuine and true. | 


Let us conſider the Words how they ſtand in the 
Epiſtle to Zimothy: Remember that Jeſus Chriſt, 
of the Seed of David, was raiſed from the Dead 
according to my Goſpel : Was it a new or a different 
Doctrine from what Chriſt, or the other Apoſtles, 
had preached ; that Chriſt, of the Seed of David, 
was raiſed from the Dead? Is there any Particu- 
larity in this to diſtinguiſh it from the reſt? Did 
not all the Apoſtles teach that Truth as well as 
Paul? How then could he mean more than to in- 
timate, that though the Truths were the ſame, yet 
that he had come to the Knowledge of them in a 
different Manner? That he received it not, as he 
explains himſelf, of Man, nor was taught it by 
Man, but by ſpecial Revelation from Chriſt himſelf, 


If then he had it by Revelation from Chriſt, it 
was undoubtedly Chriſt's Goſpe!; His Miſſion there- 
fore muſt be diſproved, and the Manner of his 
Converſion ſhewn to be falſe, and a Trick, before 
it can be proved that his Goſpel was a new or a 
different one from Chriſt's. This Part of the Ar- 
gument, I may paſs over, becauſe it is not at- 

| tempted : 
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tempted : Could we even ſuppoſe that he was an 
Impoſtor, he was neceſſarily to go along with the 
reſt; and his Doctrine muſt be framed to coincide 
with his Maſters, or the Impoſture could not be 
carried on; any material Difference would have 
marred the Plot; to have diſow ned Chriſt his 
Head, and to ſet up for himſelf, was an Underta- 
king too arduous and dangerous to be attempted 
with any Hopes of Succeſs ; no pretended Reve- 
lation would have born him out in it; ſuch Pre- 
tenſions would have been eaſily, quickly expoſed, 
as happened to falſe Chriſts afterwards; his Cre- 
dit had been ruined, ** Scheine rrecoverably de- 
feated by it. 


Still more than this may, my Lord, be obſerv- 
y To prove that What Paul mau and called his 
own, was a new or a different Goſpel from Chriſt's, 
it ſhould be fhewn, that 1 in ſome eſſential or neceſ- 
ſary Matter he had either altered or corrupted the 
Doctrine of Chriſt: that he had either changed the 
Conditions of his Covenant, or added new ones: 
that he had propoſed new or different Terms of 
Grace or Reconciliation: new Conditions of future 
and final Happineſs, any other Name, Method, 


or Manner by which Men might be ſaved: except | 


a Faith and Obedience. ie 3 115 


Hath chis been nge Vo Grate knows 


it hath not: Could this be done, if it were at- 
tempted? Your Grace alſo knows it could not: 


The Terms are every where the fame, the Means 


and the Motives both the ſame, in one as in the 
other: It was Chriſt- crucified, and Chriſt raiſed 


from the Dead, that he only did preach: Chriſt 
he acknowledges the Head; he, and the other 


Apoſtles, in his Account, were only Members of 
ap Body; they were Miniſters. and Servants, 
| Chriſt 
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knowledged 


Chriſt was Lord of all: Paul, Le or Cephas, 
at the higheſt, were but Inſtruments by whom the 
Diſciples believed. 


In his Nai 3 beſeeched, they perfiaded: ; 


but the Church was God's Huſbandry and: God's 


Building. They-were not baptiſed into the Name 

of Paul, nor was Paul crucified for them : Purſu- 

antly he exhorted them to be Followers of him, as 

far only as he was of Chriſt; as they had all the 

_ Rule, that they ſhould all yo the ſame 
hing. 


How then ! Would any one imagine, that all 1 
have been ſaying is, in effect, in few Words ac- 
pa the Writer who raiſed and who 

urged the Objection ? Your Grace will not doubt 
of it, becauſe you have read it: If others may, 
let them attend to him ſpeaking for himſelf. Paul's 


Goſpel was, in the fundamental Principles of it, the 
ſame as the others. How is this? Are Things that 


agree in their fundamental Principles and Proper- 
tics different Things? What Nonſence! It might 


as well be ſaid, that Peter and Paul were not the 


Servants of the ſame Maſter, becauſe they were 
ſent at different Times, or to different People ; or 


that different Copies of the Goſpel of Matthew were 
not the ſame Goſpel, becauſe at one Time written 
in Hebrew, and at another in Greek. If that lo- 
gical Axiom will hold any where, it will hold here; 


*© Que conveniunt in uno tertio, conveniunt in- 
ter ſe:“ By the above Conceſſion they did more, 
"they agreed in all that was fundamental. 


But till there was an obſervable Difference. i 


what? Not between St. Paul and Chriſt, but be- 
tween him and the reſt of the Apoſtles: And 
What was this Difference i ? It, was in their Style he 


; tells 
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ſo much admired, and the Thin 


tells you, and Manner of Writing: * One has 
the Air of Modeſty and Gentleneſs, is ſhort, fa- 
„% miliar and ſimple, like that of their Maſter ; the 
* other has a Profuſion of Words, involved and 
% unconnected Diſcourſe, and that aſſuming Air, 


that is apt to accompany much Learning *. . 


very potable: truly ! ! But what has this to ſay to | 
the Doctrine? Might they not, for all this, have 
been led by the ſame Spirit that divideth to every | 
Man ſeverally as it willeth? Are Diverſities of 
Gifts inconſiſtent with Sameneſs of Doctrine? Are 
a Profuſion of Words, and an Appearance of 
Boaſting indubitable Marks of Falſhood, and in- 
compatible with Verity? If ſo, the Reader will be 


at a Loſs to find any Evidence of Truth in the 


Works of this Author: He will not even be ſuſ- 


pected © of meaning to convince he has been at 


«* ſuch Pains to perplex.” In regard of himſelf, 
his Objection ſeems true; when levelled at St 


Paul, is abſolutely falſe: We have, in fact, few 


Inſtances of ſuch conciſe, ftrong, well-connedted 
Reaſoning, as in this very Epiſtle to the Romans : 1 


doubt whether the fame, or as much be to be found A ö 
in any Author, antient or modern: Such Variet 


of Argument, ſuch Propriety of Addreſs, ſo e- 


tenſive a Plan, in fo ſhort a Compaſs, ſuch Quick- ; 
neſs of Retort, ſuch Conciſeneſs and Clearneſs in 
ſtating and anſwering Objections, ſo many fine In- 


ſtructions and Exhortations ; in theſe Reſpects St. 


Paul has always been ſo much diſtinguiſhed, and 


g is fo evident to 
all who read him with the Deſign of underſtanding 


him, that the Author could Geeky have intended 


no more by theſe Remarks, than to amuſe himſelf, 
and impoſe upon his Readers. The Obſcurity of 
this — will be conſidered hereafter; ; at pre- 


* Eſſay 4. V. 4. 
ſent, 
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ſent, it is only neceſſary to obſerve that a Difference 
in Style i is the only Difference between him and the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, as will be een more e fully as 


we go on. 


commentators, my lies: under wholh Notice 
this very notable Remark hath fallen, ſay that the 
diſtinguiſhing Difference between the original Goſ- 
pel, and the Goſpel of Paul, was the Myftery re- 
vealed in the Latter, of God's Purpoſe of taking 
in the Gentiles to be his People, without ſubjecting 
them to the Law of Moſes - If the Obſervation 
were true, it would indeed ſufficiently juſtify the 
Innocence of the Expreſſion, and clear St. Paul of 
any bad Deſign in calling it his Goſpel z but this 
the Author will not allow to have been the Diffe- 


rence. 


* According to him, the Thing about which 
% Peter and Paul differed, (for to a perſonal Diffe- 


* rence between them two, the Controverſy is at 


„ laſt reduced) was not any Point of. Doctrine 
« eſſential, or fundamental in the Faith of a Chri- 

« ſtian; but only a Point of Diſcipline, about 
« which Chriſt had given no poſitive Directions, 


_ © conſequently had left it to the Wiſdom and Diſ- 


* cretion of his Apoſtles to decide.“ But neither 
he, nor the Commentators referred to, ſeem ta 
have apprehended the true State of the Queſtion; 
what they have all ſaid is meerly preſumptive, and 
the nnen quite groundleſs, 


If either Mr. Locke or Mr. Taylor (or: they 
are the Commentators I mean) had recollected 
what they have each with ſome Diſagreement re- 
—_—— upon the ſame Phraſe i in the 16th Verſe of 


® Eflay 4. P. 324 
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the 2d Chapter, they had neither of them incurred 
this Miſtake in their Notes on the 16th Chapter. 
In the firſt Inſtance Mr. . Locke's Paraphraſe is this, 
as { make known in my preaching the Goſpel, as if the 
Apoſtle had intended to put them in mind, that he 
had made known a future Judgment in preaching 
the Goſpel ; but this, as the other obſerves, was 
not peculiar to -Paul as Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
for other Apoſtles: had made known that as well 
- 7 OE | e 


The other (Mr. Taylor) is of Opinion, that it refers 
to the Rule by which God will judge the Secrets of 
Men. But there is Inaccuracy even in this, be- 


cauſe it ſeems to intimate that no one before Pau! 


had taught, by what Rule Chriſt would judge the 
Secrets of Men at laſt ; a Peculiarity that would 


too much diſtinguiſh it from the reſt, and perhaps 


argue ſome Imperfection even in the original Goſ- 
pel, at leaſt it would juſtify Mr Locke's Obſervati- 
on in the latter Inſtance, where the Expreſſion is 
repeated, | | 8 


This eternal Purpoſe of God to call the Gentiles 
to be his People, moſt Expoſitors agree, and their 


Reaſons oblige me to go along with them, was the 


Purport of many of our Saviour's Diſcourſes; par- 
ticularly of two Parables recited by St. Mattbew; 
that of the Labourers in the Vineyard, and that of 
the Marriage Feaſt, both which end with theſe re- 
markable Words, for many are called, but few are 
choſen. If Expoſitors had not pointed out this 
Meaning, it is too obvious to eſcape any one. 
They plainly refer to this Purpoſe ef God, and to 


nothing elſe, the Senſe is too clear to be liable to 


Miſconſtruction. 


{ 
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If then, this Purpoſe of God was. in fact re- 


vealed by Chriſt, it proves both againſt the Com- 


mentators mentioned, that this was not the Parti- 
cularity, on account of which St. Paul called the 
Goſpel he preached, his Goſpel, and likewiſe againſt 

the Author of the Objection, that the Matter in 
Diſpute between him and Peter, was ſomething 
more than a Point of Diſcipline left by Chriſt to be 
decided by the Diſcretion of his Apoſtles. If the 
Diſpute between Paul and Peter was, whether the 
Gentiles were to be received into the Faith of 


Chriſt, as at firſt it ſeems to have been, the Point 


will be clear in St Paul's Favour, and the Difficulty 
will only be to account, whence Peter, who had fo 
conſtantly attended his Maſter, and heard all his 
Sermons, came to miſapprehend his Meaning, and 
to be ſo long in the Dark, about a Myſtery ſo 
plainly revealed, as to require a Miracle, much of 
the ſame Nature with that wrought for the Conver- 
ſion of Paul, to convince him, that the calling of 
the Gentiles was the Purpoſe of God revealed. by 
Chriſt i in his Diſcourſes to the Jess. | 


Odd, my Lord, it is indeed! and would be un- 
accountable if Examples of this ſort were not fo 
frequent in the World, of Men blinded by pre- 


judice againſt the plaineſt Truths. Peter was a 


Jew, and the ſame Prejudice that blinded - him, 
had infatuated the whole Race: even Miracles 
could not extirpate or remove them ; fatisfied that 
the Promifes of God belonged only to the Seed of 


Abraham, they continued even after the Crucifixi- 


on of their Maſter, to dream on of a Kingdom to be 
reſtored to 1/rael, neither their own Reaſoning up- 
on the Attributes of God, nor the Scriptures of 
the Prophets, nor both theſe illuſtrated by the Ser- 
mons of Chriſt, could convince them of that fun- 


C q damental 
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damental immutable Doctrine of all Religion, 
„ That all Men are capable of inheriting the Pro- 


* miſes who are duly prepared by Righteouſneſs 


& and the Fear of God,” * till it was extorted 
from him by a Miracle, that he could not reſiſt. 
But however Peter's Blindneſs and Obſtinacy is ac- 
counted for, from this Relation of the Fact it is 
evident, that Peter coming to the firſt perſuaſive 
Knowledge of this Myſtery by particular Revela- 
tion as well as Paul, in his Epiſt. to the Gentile 
Converts, had as good a Right to call it his Goſpel, 


as Paul had, only with this Difference, that the 


Revelation to Paul was prior and antecedent to 
that made to Peter, and hence the Privilege of 
calling it his, may be thought with ſome Propriety 
to belong to him: In ſtrictneſs of Truth, it was 


neither his nor Peter's, but Chriſt's own, who by 


the foregoing Account had preached the ſame 
Doctrine. 1227 RIO, 

Upon the whole, the Phraſe zarva Evayyeuy pov, 
neither had, nor could have any other Meaning, 
than this common obvious one, according to the 
Goſpel as I have preached it unto you : We have 
the ſame Senſe in no unſimilar Phraſe at Gal. 1. 
II, EVG, To EvayyeAivey UT cob, The Goſpel which 
was preached of me: fo in his firſt and ſecond 
Epiſtles to the Thefal. he calls it, Evayymor nav, our 
Goſpel, including his Fellow-Labourers. In the 


Senſe of this Writer therefore, and to ſupport his 


* I have purpoſely expreſſed this in Dr. Sherlock's 
Words, becauſe it is undoubtedly the Senſe of St. Peter's 
Words, and gives me an Opportunity of recommending 
to every one who may happen to read this, thoſe excel- 
lent Diſcourſes of his lately publiſhed, which with his 


other Works, prove him to be the cleareſt, ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſoner, and beſt Writer of the Age. For ibis fee Dif. 12. 
v. | | 


2 
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Argument, if all the Apoſtles had wrote Epiſtles to 
the Gentiles, whom they had been the Inſtruments 


of converting, and had called the Goſpel they 
taught their Golpel, they would all have been new | 


and different ones from the OO 


What poor flimſy Stuff i is this ? what ſolemn 


but abſurd trifling ; how unbecoming a Philoſo- 


pher, and a Critick ? How unworthy the Notice 
of any Man of Senſe ; what Weight the Author's. 
Name, and general Reputation may give it, is 
hard to ſay, were it not, that it may poſſibly give 
ſome, I ſhould indignantly look back at the Pains 
[ have taken in conſidering it. The Character of 
St. Pau! cannot ſurely ſuffer by it, even in his 
Hands, who that is capable of reading his 1 can 


be ſtaggered by it. 


There is however, your Grace will N a de- 


ſigned Fallacy in the Account given of this Matter; 


by blending and confounding two things that are 


quite different, viz. the purpoſe of God in calling 


the Gentiles, and their Exemption from the Maſai- 
cal Law. This is plainly done with the View of im- 
poſing upon his Readers. By his Account both to- 


gether make up the Myſtery, then pluming him- 
ſelf in this Refinement, he ſneeringly adds, « if 
* this was the Myſtery, Peter and the reſt of the 


*. Apoſtles, treated it as no Myſtery at all.“ But 
this, like many other Things advanced by him, is 


without Foundation, and abſolutely falſe : If the 


Myſtery was no more than the Purpoſe of God in 
calling the Gentiles, and it plainly was no more, 
for it had been ſhewn, that even after the calling 


of Paul, this was ſtill a A to Peter, 


* Eſſay 4. v. 4. | 
os * 4 When 
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When he ſays again that the Myſtery was ex- 
plained by the Decree of the Council at Jeruſa- 
em, the Fallacy intended is more palpable ; for the 


Point explained by the Council at Jeruſalem, was 


only the Exemption of the Gentile Converts from 


the Moſaical Law, which was no Part of the My- 


ſtery at all, but might be as he calls it, a Point of 
Diſcipline referred to the Diſcretion of the Apoſtles 
to decide ; and yet we may obſerve, that even 
this Explanation was not made, till after Paul's Con- 


verſion, and if the Myſtery had not been particu- 


larly revealed to Peter, as well as to him, it is pro- 
bable no ſuch Decree had ever been made or 
thought of. 


But here, my Lord, the Author comes upon 


us with ſome arch Interrogatories, of which 
Notice muſt be taken, becauſe they are ſet off 
with ſuch an Air of Triumph. 


&© Why was the Revelation of this important 


ce M yſtery ſo neceſſary to be publiſſied at the very | 
40 Grit publication of the Goſpel, if it was the 


< eternal Purpoſe of God; or elle, not neceſſary 


& at all, reſerved for St. Pal, who was then a 
66 Perferutor, not a Preacher of the Goſpel, and 


% whoſe Apoſtlehip did not begin before the Con- 
„ verſions. “ 


To anſwer this we need neither ſay, as he would 


have us to ſay, that this Purpoſe was not known to 
the Son; or if known, that he neglected to com- 


municate it to the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, 


and fo gave them imperfect Inſtructions; becauſe 
from Chriſt's own Diſcourſe it is evident, as I have 


* Ibid. p. 325. 1 
already 
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Purpoſe of God, and likewiſe had not only com- 


municated it to his Diſciples, but had warned the 


Jeus in general of it: The imputed Blaſphemy 


and Prophaneneſs, falls not therefore upon thoſe 
who acknowledged and who believed this Myſtery 
when revealed to them, nor upon thoſe who _ 


acknowledged and defended it ſince, but u 


himſelf and others, who raiſe Objections, where i bs : 
Fact there is no Difficulty, and complain, and ca- 
vil at the Diſpenſations of Providence, becauſe N 
they do not, or rather becauſe they will not, un- 
derſtand them. For after all, if we may preſume | 
in our Turn to catechiſe this preſumptuous So- 


phiſt: If all that he has ſaid could be ſuppoſed, 
why might there not be ſufficient Reaſons, tho' 


our weak Underſtandings could not fathom or ſee ' 
into them, that the Divine Wiſdom, ſhould for a 
while keep this Purpoſe a Secret from both, and 
not reveal it ſooner ? The infinite God had reſerved 
the Hour and Day of Judgment we find, as a Se- 
cret from his Son during his Appearance in the 


Fleſh, with reſpect (at leaſt as we are uſed to diſ- 
tinguiſh) to his Human Nature, are we therefore 


preſumptuouſly to enquire into the Reaſons of that 


Councel of God? We can aſſign conjecturally at 


leaſt, ſome probable Reaſons why the Diſcovery 

might have been unſeaſonable or improper in the 
one e Caſe ; why then might we not have ſo much 
Modeſty, as to infer, that in the other alſo there 
might be ſufficient Reaſons, to have made an 


earlier Diſcovery both unſcaſonable and impro 
per. 


Some, my Lord, you well know, might be af. 


ſigned, but I chuſe to reſt the Point upon this: 


The Queſtion that concerns us is not why this 
Myſtery was not revealed ſooner, but when it 1s 
| revealed, 


LETTER HI. 41 
already obſerved, that the Son both knew of this 


; 
þ 
' 
1 
1 
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revealed, is the Revelation duly atteſted ? if it be, 
in the Confeſſion of our Author (if what he ſays at 
any. time may be depended upon) all further In- 
quiry may be reaſonably ſuſpended : This Princi- 
ple he often admits, but the Application of it he 
never * but when his own Purpoſes may be 
ſerved by it. Let me recal to your - Grace's 
Thoughts one Inſtance out of many unwarily ſcat- 
tered thro' his Works. The Divine Maſter 
<« tells us no more than he judges it fit we ſhould 
& know, and every Step we attempt to make be- 

, yond his expreſs Revelation, and on our own. 
40 Strength, is a Step we make in the Dark, * 
* {ed to err, and ſure not to know.” * 


* 


In Sum, it can be no Objection to the Expedi- 


ency or general Uſefulneſs £ a Revelation, that it 


was not given to James, or Peter, or John, before 
or in Preference to Paul. Whoever was appointed 


firſt to this Honour, and to this Labour, it made 
no Difference in reſpect of thoſe who were to ſhare 
in the Benefits of the Diſpenſation. 


Impatient as I am to relieve your 'Grace from - 


the Fatigue of too long Attention at once, and 


that in my own Opinion, I might ſafely leave him 


here, and proceed to his next Objection, yet I 
muſt beg to be indulged a few Moments longer, 
to clear up and ſatisfy an Objection that may be 
thought to lie againſt ſome Part of the Preceding 


Argument, as it has been more than once hinted 


by the Author. 


I have obſerved, my Lord, that the Purpoſe of 


God to call in the Gentiles to be Partakers of his 


Grace in the Goſpel, was a Point ſpoken of by 


5 Chriſt 
Vol. 4. p. 275. 
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LETTER II. 43 


Chriſt in his Diſcourſes to the cms How then it 


may be aſked are we to underſtand his Words upon 
another Occaſion, of himſelf firſt: That be was: 


ſent only to the loft Sheep of the Houſe of Iſrael, and 


next in charging his Diſciples, ** not ſo much as to 
e enter into any City of the Samaritans, nor into the: 
May of the Gentiles; and how; does this conſiſt 
with the Commiſſion given to the Diſciples after 
his Reſurrection, 20 ga and to teach all Nations. Our 
Author tells you, that the only Solution of this 
Difficulty, the only way to make Chriſt conſiſtent 


with himſelf, is to ſuppoſe, that his Meaning in 


© the Latter was only to go to the diſperſed a- 
ng all Nation. N 8 liatte \ 0 


In my Apprehenſion the Pifficulty of recon- 
ciling them is very little: This Purpoſe of God 
we ſay, was revealed both to the Son, and by the 


Son : It does not therefore follow, that this Pur- 


poſe was to be immediately executed, and to take 
place as ſoon as it was revealed: To the Jews, by 
prior Compact belonged the Promiſes, they were to 
have the firſt Tender of Grace and Salvation; 
Time therefore neceſſarily muſt be had to make 
Trial of their Faith and Obedience, whether they 
would cloſe with the profered Mercy, or whether 
they would reject it. Had the firſt Commiſſion 
been general to Fews and Gentiles without Diſtinc- 
tion, the former he foreſaw would have taken Of- 
tence, and immediately have concluded without 
waiting for the Evidence of his Works, that he 


was a falſe Prophet, and had no Right to be con- 


ſidered, as the promiſed Meſhah, it was neceſſary 
therefore to deprive them of this Pretence, yet at 
the fame time to warn them of the Event, if they 
ſtood out, and were obſtinate; Chriſt did both, 


Vel 4 p. 329. Note at the Bottom, and p. 305. 4 
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and in ſo 1 very conſiſtently: If he had 
not done the firſt, he had contradicted the Serip- 
tures of the Prophets, and the Writings of Maſes, 
to which he was obliged to refer, and in which 
they looked for their Meſſiah; if he had not done 
the latter, he had contradicted the Purpoſe of 
God, in ſending him into the World. | 


This Account is confirmed by Paul and Barna- 


bas, in the Diſputes they held with the Fews at An- 
tioch, Acts 13. 46, 47. It was neceſſary, they ſaid, 
that the Word of God ſhould have firſt been ſpoken to 
you, but ſeeing you put it from you, Lo ! we turn 
to the Gentiles, for /o hath the Lord commanded us. 


As by this Account Chrift is made conſiſtent 
with himſelf, and the Apoſtles with Chriſt, ſo the 
Scheme of Providence diiplayed in it as far as it is 
diſplayed, ſeems in no Reſpect unworthy of God. 


To repreſent him as ſedulous, on his Part, to 
fave and bring in the Jews, and even ſcrupulouſly 


exact in performing Promiſes made in his Name, 


preſents to our Thoughts ſtrong, and very ratio- 
nal Motives to Faith and Obedience : Good, and 
valuable Ends too, had been ſerved by it, had it 
ſucceeded in the Way firſt deſigned and attempt- 
ed: Inſtead of throwing any Difficulty in the Way 


of his future Purpoſe of taking in the Gentiles, it 


would have rendered that more ſure and eaſy. This 
Event would have cured the Fews of all their Pre- 
Judices, as the other left them inexcuſable : That 
particular Prejudice of the Immutability of their 
Law, that it was to continue for ever, it neceſſarily 
muſt have removed; and ſuch a Proof of a ſettled 
Scheme of Providence in che Effect, and Regula- 
rity of its Operations, would, muſt have been, # 
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LETTER H. 45 


the greateſt Uſe in perſuading others to come into 
the Fold of Chriſt. But the Fews were obſtinate, 
and by their Obſtinacy fruſtrated the Deſigns of 
God for their good; his End, in reſpect of the 
Gentiles, they could not, it ſucceeded and took 
place. If this Author had followed his own Ad- 
vice *®, and © forbore to pry over curiouſly into the 
« ſecret Diſpoſitions of Providence,” we ſhould 
neither have been troubled with his ObjeCtions, 
nor your Grace with this too tedious Epiſtle. 


® V. IV. p. 281. 
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N our Controverſies with Infidels, we have 
[| rarely much Force or Evidence of Reaſon to 

contend with: Bold and confident Aſſertions, 
ſet off in a Pomp and Glitter of Words, for the 
moſt Part is all that is terrible in them. Theſe 
tinfled Appearances often deceive; they warm the 
Imagination, they tickle, and they pleaſe it; in 


which State the Mind is eaſily ſeduced, and where 


it his, however far it may be led aſtray, it will be 


confident that Reaſon leads, the Deception may 


be too ſtrong for it to diſentangle itſelf, and find 


its Way back. 


As far as theſe combined Properties can propa- 


| gate their Scheme, the Writer before me bids fair 


for Succeſs; in this conſiſts his principal Merit, 
in this he ſeems to found too his principal Glory : 
His Predeceſſors and Contemporaries will all yield 
him the Palm; and poſſibly no ſucceeding Age 
may ever raiſe another who may have a Right 
to contend it with him. If Candor and Mo- 


| deſty ſhould grow again into Faſhion, ſhould re- 
Pa the Eſteem they are intitled to, the extrava- 


gant Boldneſs of his Aſſertions will make him ri- 


diculous; the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of his 


Arguments will make him contemptible. 
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It is impoſſible, my Lord, to read this Author, 


tending Paſſions : Pleaſed we neceſflarily are with 
his Manner, diſpleaſed we as neceſſarily are with 
his Inſolence, and with Pity behold ſuch fine Parts 
ſo miſapplied and fo proſtituted: Miſapplied to a 
Study, in which he could not hope for Maſtery, by 
entering ſo late he could only ſkim ſuperficially ; 
and proſtituted to Purpoſes, that could ſerve to 
no Good: For what Good, in the Situation of theſe 
Kingdoms, can ariſe from unſettling the Notions 


of our Countrymen, either of Religion or Govern- 
ment, I may ſafely defy any Man to point out: 


To prune, or to diſpoſe in better Order the Branches 
of a Tree, the Root need not feel the Violence of 
a Hand or a Knife ; ſome few Alterations, is the 
moſt that either, is pretended to want: In the Opi- 


nion even of our Author, and his Opinion may here- 


after be of uſe, both come as near to Perfection as 


any thing of the Kind can be ſuppoſed to come. 


Even in that Part of the Argument, which the 
Author has laboured with moſt Skill, and perhaps 
with moſt Succeſs, he ſeems to me, my. Lord, to 


lie very open to attack : From the Argument of a 
- univerſal Tradition, he has ſufficiently, we may 
ſay, proved, that the World had a Beginning ; and, 


as this coincides with the Moſaic Account, and 
gives it an Advantage that he did not intend, Be- 


- levers in this will bear with him, and give it its 
Proper Weight; but then I ſuſpect they will be apt 


to improve it to a farther Uſe, and to ſerve Pur- 
poſes, that he, with Sorrow would be miniſterial 


to: In ſhort, that under ſkilful Management, it 


will go far, to clear up the Original of Sacrifices, 
and poſſibly to ſtrengthen the Evidence of Mira- 


cles; for er all his Pains to guard againſt this 


very 


B 


C 
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very Inconvenience, by diſtinguiſhing ſo nicely be- 
tween Tradition of a Fact and Tradition of Opini- 
on, they will unreluctantly join Iſſue with him; 
and imagine themſelves ſecure of Succeſs, when 


they have proved, as they ealily may, that both 
are Traditions of Fact. 


This has no immediate Connection with the 
general Subject of theſe Letters, but as I hint but 
briefly what I would be at, your Grace will not 
think me impertinent, if I take one Step farther, 


to ſhew how the Argument may be turned againſt 


him, in another Inſtance. 


He admits, more than once, the Authenticity 
of the Goſpels ; and tells you, that Chriſtianity, as 
contained in them, is the Word of God, and de- 
ſerves Veneration and Reſpect : If as often as he 
has ſaid this, he did not in effect retract it, by ar- 
guing inconſiſtently with that Conceſſion, it might 
be of uſe in reconciling Differences between us and 
Infidels; but from him it is nothing: And he goes 
on to tell us, That artificial Theology *, ground- 
« ed on Tradition, the Writings of Fathers, and 
„ Decrees of Councils, deſerve neither ;“ he is 
aware, that he may be called to account for this 
and for this adds, that deftroying the Authority of 
the Fathers, does not deſtroy the Authenticity of 
the Goſpels : + For the Goſpels, ſays he, are not 
admitted upon the Teſtimony of the Spirit, as 
Calvin did; but upon the Doctors and Fathers 
<« of the Church, ſeparately firſt, and conjunctly 
« again in Councils; on the Council of Laodicæa 
particularly, which rejected many, and made a 


* By artificial Theology under Chriſtianity, the Author 
means Doctrines derived from the Writings, and ſuppoſed 
to ſtand upon the Authority of St. Paul. 
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„Canon of the reſt, and that we may receive 
& theſe as well upon this Teſtimony, as the Books 
„ of the Old Teſtament upon the Credit of the 
Jews, after rejecting their oral Law, and the 
65 Traditions of their Rabbins.” 

Now, my Lord, how far his Argument will hold 
againſt Mr. —, againſt whom it is levelled, 
we are not obliged, nor could not inquire without 
digreſſing too long. But we are to conſider, whe- 
ther it do not conclude againſt himſelf; 1ſt, When 
he rejects both the Authenticity and Authority of 
the Old Teſtament: And 2dly, When he admits 
the Authenticity of one Part of the New, and fo 
boldly rejects all the reſt : For, as far as I can fee, 
the Fewiſh Rabbins may be as good Vouchers in 
one Cale as the Fathers in the other : And I can 
ſee but two Choices that we have in the latter ; 
either with Calvin to admit the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, or to reſt upon Tradition; i. e, upon the 
Authority of Fathers and Councils. 


Now fince he is pleaſed to allow, that the Au- 
thenticity of two Goſpels will ſtand ſecurely up- 
on the latter; his Defenders, I conceive, will be 
extremely puzzled to ſhew why the other two 
ſhould be rejected. His ſaying, that Matthew and 
John being Apoſtles, Companions, and Hearers of 
Chriſt, their Teſtimony muſt have more Weight 
than can be claimed to Luke or Mark, will not avail 


him, becauſe it may be argued upon the Autho- 


rity of Origen * and other Fathers, that though 
Luke and Mark were not of the Twelve, they were 
certainly of the Seventy, and ſo could not want 
competent Evidence of the Facts they atteſted: 
and I may obſerve to your Grace what bears di- 
realy againſt his Scheme, with regard to St. Paul. 
That Luk is in all Reſpects to the full as authentic 

* Lib, de _ a Voucher 
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a Voucher for the Acts of the Apoftles, particu- 
larly for the Truth of Paul's Converſion, as either 
Matthew or John are for the Acts of Chriſt ; be- 
cauſe he had the ſame requiſite Qualifications, that 
in his Judgment, give Credit to the other. 


There can be no Occaſion for. inſiſting upon 
ſuch Points in writing to your Grace, who is ſo 
much a greater Mafter of the Subject; and I may 
be excuſed by. others, who may happen to be my 
Readers; becauſe I imagine there will not be want- 
ing others to undertake him, more capable. of con- 
ſidering the Subject in its full Extent, and who 
upon trial will not be found fo ſtupid as he is plea- 
ſed to call them. . 07; 

| I proceed therefore to conſider this Inſtance our 
Author has ſingled out to prove that the Doctrine 
of St. Paul is intelligibly abſurd. 


The Inſtance choſen for this Purpoſe is, the 


Doctrine of paſſive Obedience: Upon which a Queſ- 
tion ariſes, which he ought to have diſcuſſed and 


determined, before he ventured to paſs this raſh 
and unwarrantable Cenſure, viz. whether paſſive 
Obedience be in Truth a Doctrine of St. Paul's 
or not, i | NY 


About the true Senſe and Interpretation of the 
15th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans, whence 
this Doctrine has been deduced, great Controver- 
lies have ſubſiſted; ſome of them too recent to be 
yet forgotten: His Senſe we all know has been 
tortured and ſtrained, to ſpeak on both Sides what 
the Inclinations or Intereſts of the contending 
Parties required : The Abettors of abſolute Mo- 
narchy will have him of their Side, and the Ad- 
vocates for Liberty of. theirs : In-no Country, where 

1 Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianity has been the prevailing Religion, hath 
this happened fo often as in our own; and that for 
a plain Reaſon, which it is not my Buſineſs to take 
notice of here. This no body knew better than 
the Author; the whole Controverſy, with the Rea- 
ſons of it, he was perfectly acquainted with : He 
had been a buſy Actor in that Scene which gave 
riſe to it at one time; and the Part he acted is a 
full Proof on whieh Side his Intereſt and Inclina- 
tions lay ; however repugnant his Principles or his 


. as he has ſince thought fit to 5 
them, were. 


But however Divines and Politicians, each ſtudi- 
ous to ſerve a Turn, by his Authority have ſplit and 
divided upon the Subject; the Point, as far as is 
neceſſary, in Vindication of our Apoſtle, is * 
ble of a fair and eaſy Deciſion. 


There is a Senſe wherein, my Lord, we ma 
admit paſſive Obedience is very intelligibly ab- 


ſurd. And there is a Senſe wherein we may. alſo. 


ſafely maintain that it is as intelligibly rational, and q 


not only rational, but ſound, ſalutary, indiſpenſibley. * 


nay, if you will, indefeaſible. 


Whether it is a  Dafirins ſuited to the original 
Genius and Plan of our Conſtitution, is a Queſtion 
we mult leave to Politicians; much has been ſaid 
on both Sides: But after thoſe remarkable Altera- 
tions it underwent in the Æras of 1641 and 1688, 
it could neither be properly, prudently, or decent- 
ly brought into Debate; ſince the laſt, the very 
Sound of it has been harſh and grating to Eng liſb 
Ears; and, at this Day, it is univerſally, and in- 


. deed juſtly, exploded : I know it has been occaſi- 


onally taken up ſnce; many of us till living can 
remember how warmly it was urged by ſome of 
our 
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our Divines * in the Reign of Queen Anne, to 
what Extravagance two or three of them puſhed it, 
and what Pains was taken, not only to prove it to 
be the Doctrine of St. Paul, but likewiſe of our 
own Church. Upon which I have only to obſerve, 
that in the ſame Senſe' in which it ſtands in St. 
Paul, it undoubtedly ſtands in the Homilies on 
Rebellion; and what that was will preſently ap- 
Grating as it is in Sound, I aſſert, nevertheleſs, 
that there is a good and ſaving Senſe, in which it 
is both rational and fit to be taught by every Chriſ- 
tian Divine: Becauſe, in that Senſe, it was taught 
by Chriſt and by St. Peter, as well as by St. Paul; 
by every Philoſopher and Wiſeman in the World, 
and muſt be ſtill by every Man who wiſhes, or 
who means to promote, the Security and Proſpe- 
rity of human Society. Societies cannot ſubſiſt 
without Government, Government cannot ſubſiſt, 
not be preſerved without an abſolute, uncontroula- 
hie Power, ſomewhere reſiding in it: Whether the 
Form of Government be monarchial, ariſtocratical, 
or popular, it makes no Difference: Whether the ſu- 
preme Power be in Judges orKings, in a Sanhedrim 
or a Senate, in Archons or Emperors, it is all 
one: An abſolute uncontroulable Power ſomewhere 
there muſt be, which no Subject conſcientiouſly can 
reſiſt, which no Subject, with Impunity, may or 
dare refit: Without it, Governors and Governed, 


« would be alike inſecure ; the one would have no 


Stability, the other no Safety. 


More of your Graces Time need not be taken 
up in explaining the Notion, it has been often can- 


Dr. Atterbury's late Sermon before the Convocation, 
and two Sermons preached in the College of Dublin, by 
Mr. Berkley, ſince Biſhop of Cloyne; and ſome others leis 


ſemarkable, 
D 2 vaſſed, 
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vaſſed, it is generally well underſtood, nor is the 
Conſequence I would deduce leſs evident: The 
Queſtion then to be conſidered will be only this, 
Whether St. Paul's Doctrine ſhould be expounded, 
as importing this general, ſound, and ſaving Senſe, 
or accommodated -to an Idea, that ariſes from the 
Conſideration of ſome particular mixed Form, and 
applied in the manner in which Divines have oc- 
caſionally, and unwarrantably applied it, to ſerve 
the as unwarrantable Purpoſes of their political 
Leaders, and Maſters, - If Tyrants and Uſurpers 
have abuſed, and may again abuſe this Doctrine of 
St. Paul (every Incroacher upon the Rights of 
others will be glad to ſhelter themſelves under his 


Authority) it will not follow that St. Paul intended 


this, or has given any Colour, Pretence, or Oc- 
caſion for it: He is not to anſwer for the Exceſſes 


of Senſuality, for the Ravages of Ambition, nor 


for the Pranks of Hypocriſy : The Imperfections 
of particular Syſtems, the ill ſorted Materials out 
of which they are moulded, the diſcordant unnatu- 
ral Principles upon which they are founded, nor 
their unequal, impolitic, or unjuſt Adminiſtrations, * 
are no Faults either in him or his Doctrine. 


It is an Obſervation, my Lord, of this Writer's 
own, That one great Cauſe of the Errors, and 
© Misfortunes of Mankind, is the Difficulty of 
“ applying Generals, or even common Notions 
to Particulars.” * The Obſervation may be car- 
ried farther than he pointed, or deſigned it ſhould 
go: It is not only difficult but impoſſible to frame 
general Precepts, and to conceive and expreſs them 
in ſuch Terms, that they ſhall be ſafely and eaſily 
applicable to Particulars. He ſpeaks there of the 
Law of Nature from which, tho' falſe Deductions 


* Vol. V. p. 154. 


and 
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and Appl ications could not fail to be made, yet 
ky che w argued no Imperfection in the Law. 
' Pray no 

Revelation? it muſt, it can conſiſt of no more than 


My Lord, is not the very fame true of 


Generals; ſingle out any Inſtance, and you will 
ſee both that is ſo, and how it is ſo. What falſe 
Deductions may be made from it, what wrong Ap- 


plications of it, in an almoſt infinite Variety of 
_ Caſes impoſlible to be foreſeen, or provided for. 


What then ! do theſe wrong Applications render 
the general Rule abſurd, or the Precept irrational ? 


ſurely they do not; if they did, then even the 


Law of Nature would have that Imperfection, 
which he wanted to clear it of. If at one time the 
Doctrine of St. Paul has been ſtrained to ſerve the 
Purpoſes of Tyranny, and at another the Purpoſes 
of Faction and of Sedition, it proves nothing ei- 
ther againſt the Doctrine, or the Preacher; ſhould 
the Value of the one, or the Credit of the other 


ſuffer by it? 
Had the Deſign of Chriſt been to erect a new 


a Kingdom, or to found a new Commonwealth, to 


ſerve as a Model or Standard to the World, his 
Laws would undoubtedly have been relative, and 
born Reſpect to that Deſign ;, they would have been 
ſuited to the Genius and general Plan of Govern- 
ment inſtituted by him, and this Inſtitution and. 
Inſtitute had been both ſomewhere to be found in 


his Diſcourſes ; for his Diſciples in that Caſe would 
probably have been very nice and circumſtantial 


in deſcribing and tranſmitting it to us; every 
Rule, every Precept muſt have been expounded 
in Accommodation to that Plan, and all falſe De- 
ductions and wrong Applications would have been 


| Mn guarded againſt, and effectually pre- 
D 
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vented : But his Deſign was another, and of quite 
different Kind; he neither came to erect new 
Forms of Government, nor to alter old ones: 
Theſe he took all as he found them; and in this 
reſpect, had no more in View, than to teach Men 
how to be eaſy and happy in the Condition they 
were in: Hence it is, that in this Particular he 
went no farther than to enjoin Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience to Government in general, without any of 
thoſe Diſtinctions and Refinements which the vari- 
ous Policies of the World had made neceſſary be- 
fore, and in numberleſs Caſes have ſince. What 
then had St Paul to do more, than to go on upon 
the ſame Plan, and by the Example of his Maſter 
to admoniſh, exhort, and perſuade his Diſciples to 
obſerve and to practiſe this general Law? Does it 
any where appear that he has done more? when 
it was ſuſpected, was not the Apoſtle's own Con- 
duct a Key to an authentic Expoſition of his Doc- 
trine, to remove that Suſpicion ? In two Inſtances 
it may be ſeen, with what Spirit he pleaded, and 
inſiſted upon the Priviledges of a Roman Citizen at 
one time, when illegally impriſoned ; at another 
when threatned to be ſcourged ? Could, or would 
a Man who taught, that a blind and laviſh Sub- 
miſſion was right or wrong due to every Ordinance 
of Man, act or remonſtrate in this manner? In the 
very Place where he teaches, and preſſes the Duty 
of Subjects, does he not inſtruct Magiſtrates alſo 
in theirs, and deduce and exhibit the true Grounds 
of their Authority, and of their Right to exact 
that Obedience ? farther than this he could not go, 
more than this he could not, nor ought not to have 
done.“ Had he, or had his Maſter, given out 

1 their 


In this reſtrained Senſe he is expounded by ſome of 
the earlieſt Fathers, by Jerom, Theodoret, Theopbylact, 


Cbryſoſtom, 


330 ͤ W 


99 


* 7 


W 


©" 7 IP 


— 


LETTER III. 57 


their Inſtructions with more Particularity or Preci- 
ſion, Chriſtianity had probably been worſe received 
than it even was at firſt ſetting out; it muſt have 
retarded, if not effectually marr'd its Progrels ; 
Had he taken upon him to define, or to mark out 
the exact Limits between the Prerogatives of Prin- 
ces, and the Rights of the People, to explain po- 
litical Niceties, by diſtinguiſhing between a King 
de fatto, and a King de jure: between the Rights 
of Princes founded upon Compact, and Conſent of 


the People, or derived from hereditary, indefeaſible 


Succeſſion, and ſuch like Queſtions peculiar , and 
relative to. particular Climates and Countries, he 
would, he ought to have been treated as a ſeditious 
Innovator, and Controverſies upon this Subject, 


inſtead of being n had been n 
multiplied. | 


Here, my Lord, 1 ought to ſtop, | for it is wonder- 


ful, it is ſhameful, that in ſo plain a Caſe, any De- 


fence of him ſhould be neceſſary; that it ſhould 
be neceſſary at this Day to defend a Doctrine with- 


out which Government cannot exiſt, that ariſes 


unavoidably from the very Nature of Govern- 
ment, which had been taught by every Legiſlator, 
and Philoſopher ſince the firſt Inſtitution of Go: 


vernment, and which is liable to no Objections but 


from the Abuſes of it by Tyrants, by Hypocrites, 
and by Fanaticks. 


In ſum, the — Idea of Liberty, ſo ſtrong- 
ly diſplayed, and aſſerted in the Goſpel, might as 
well be argued againſt, and exploded, on account 


2 Neon and Origen, as quoted by Dr. Whitby, Verba bec 
(viz, Rom. 13. 1.) non de perſona ipſa regente, ſed de regimi- 
nis eficio, nec dein: ; de injuſte ſed juſie regentibus. 

Strict. Patr. in Rom. 


of 
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of the many extravagant and wicked Purpoſes to 
which it had been proſtituted by that hideous 
Spawn of Vermin, that broke in upon our Conſti- 
tution, and made ſuch wild Havock by their frantic 
Pranks, both in Religion and Government, from 
1641 to 1648, as St. Paul can be reaſonably ar- 
raigned or condemned for the Abſurdities, which 
his general Doctrine of Obedience, has been ap- 
plied to defend in Accommodation to particular 
Syſtems. 


In the Choice of this Inſtance mere unmixed 
Malice only could have directed and led the Au- 
thor, and where Malice is the Principle, Judg- 
ment rarely operates much in the Effect. Igno- 
rance could have no Share in it, for no Man was 
more perfectly Maſter of the Subject, or knew 
better the whole State of this Controverſy; for 
what Purpoſes it had at firſt been taken up, by 
what Spirit it had been ſo long maintained, in 
what Manner it had been throughout managed and 
conducted: In ſhort, he knew that the Controver- 
ſy with all that Heat and Virulence with which the 
Doctrine was abetted on one ſide, and exploded 
on the other, aroſe only from a Peculiarity in the 
Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, which was not a 


Point either to be foreſeen or provided for by Saint 


Paul. | | 


Does not then, my Lord, this ſingle Inſtance, 
juſtify the general Cenſure we have paſſed on this 
Author? Can it be ſaid, that the Reſentment I 
have expreſſed is either miſplaced, or diſproporti- 
oned ? in what could any Man more injuriouſly, 
or more unbecomingly, abuſe the Rights of Soci- 
ety, the Privileges of Reaſon, or the Advantages 
of Learning, than the Author has done, by the 

Pains 


1 ET - ha 


Cle th: Os wh... 9 — Re JO 0. "HATER 
FEI: 322377. oe ETs NT ot gage. 0 ED 
8 VE ä 


LEETI ER ME 59 


Pains he has taken to poyſon the Minds, and to 
corrupt the Morals of his Countrymen ? 


Orey yoap tvs Toi Aoyoig, Qpovay Kexwg 
Tliibn To rei, TN Toes Harkov {EY 


It is the Sentence of Euripides: * That his Sen- 
| tence1s juſt, we have unhappily too many Exam- 
ples to prove, and have ſometimes very unhappily 
felt their Influence: More might be ſaid, perhaps 
not unuſefully, but I forbear to enlarge, as I fore- 
{ ſee, that I ſhall want all the Indulgence in a ſuc- 
, ceeding Occaſion, that your Grace can be ſuppoſed 
do allow me. 


* In Oreſtes. 
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M Y laſt Leter to your Grace concluded with 


| obſerving, that mere Malice only could 
have ſuggeſted the Objection, which was 
the Subject of it: But in the one we are next to 


| conſider, Ignorance: as well as Malice ſeems to 


| have had its Share : In this, notwithſtanding the 
| decretory Air and Manner in which the Author 
| paſſes Sentence, I take upon me to ſay, that he 
was entirely ignorant of the Apoſtle's Doctrine, 


and knew nothing of it, or about it: If he ever 


read the Epiſtles of St. Paul, (as we have Reaſon 


to doubt) it was only with the Intent of finding 
vecaſion to cavil, | 


Where the Profeſſions of Men put them under 


vo immediate Obligation of inquiring into difficult 
and diſputable Points of Doctrine, Ignorance in 
matters not eſſential to the Faith, or Practice of a 
+ Chriſtian, is no Fault, not always, perhaps never 
a2 Misfortune: What a Man is not particularly 


called to, nor any way intereſted in, he is excuſa- 
ble for not attending to: Such a Perſon has no- 
thing but Curioſity to invite or to draw him to it; 
what perhaps it would be better if he ſometimes 
: Wanted, becauſe by that Curioſity Men are often 


o 
n 


led into Miſtakes, that, if they do no other Miſ- 
chief, have this common Effect, that they make 


them 
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them troubleſome to others, and ridiculous in 
themſelves. 


Where Men ſet up for Teachers and Reformers, 
to explode old Syſtems, to correct old Opinions, 
and to ſubſtitute new ones of their own, the Caſe 
however is quite different; in this Ignorance is ut- 
terly inexcuſable, and all the Chance the pretended 
Reformer, or mock Philoſopher has againſt being 
both ridiculous, and contemptible, is, that many 
of his Readers may be as ignorant as himſelf, and 
many more as willing to be perverted, as he was 
to deceive ; where ſuch fall in the way of our Au- 
thor, he may maintain ſome Reputation, perhaps 
carry off a few deſultory Souls, but I do not appre- 
hend, that any but ſuch: will believe upon the Cre. 
dit of his Affirmation, either that the Doctrine of 
abſolute Predeſtination was Saint Paul's Doctrine, 
or that any Doctrine of St. Paul's is intelligibly 
prophane, or repugnant to our Ideas of God's mo- 
ral Perfections. 


To proceed regularly in Vindication of our A. 
poſtle, it will be neceſſary before I go farther, to 
ſtate the general and too common Doctrine of Pre- 
deſtination in that Senſe, in which, I doubt, we 
are obliged to admit that it is prophane. 


(1) It ſuppoſes, that Men are naturally all cor- 
rupt from the very Womb, under the Wrath and 
Curſe of God, i. e. in a State of Damnation, till 
ſuch time as they come under the Influences of 
efficatious and irreſiſtible Grace. 


(2) It ſuppoſes, that this te acts A 
and unaccountably without any Concurrence of the 
Subject it works upon, and without reſpe& to any 
| — 
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Qualifications in the Subject, either to entitle it to 
its Reception, or to fit it for its Operations. 


(3) It ſuppoſes that only a ſmall Number among 
Chriſtians, are arbitrarily called, elected, adopted, 
regenerated, ſanctified and ſaved ; and that all the 
reſt are by a ſovereign, abſolute, eternal, and ir- 
reverſible Decree, paſſed by, reprobated and con- 
demned. 


Now, my Lord, whoever was the Author and 
Contriver of this - Syſtem, out of whoſoever's 
Brains, the Materials were originally ſpun, who- 
ever collected or put them together, your Grace 


* knows, and I may ſay, they are none of St. Paul's, 


he was neither the Father nor the Founder, the 
Author nor Inyentor of it. It is fo far from being 
his Senſe, that nothing can be more abhorrent to 
his Meaning, more alien and oppoſite to all the 
Ends propoſed by him, both in teaching and in 


writing. 


It is a Privilege, a Privilege to which every 
Writer hath an indiſputable Claim, to have his 
Words ſo expounded, that he ſhall always be con- 
ſiſtent, and never contradict himſelf.* The Im- 
arg: of Reaſon, the Scantineſs of Know- 
edge, the Inaccuracy of Language, may, one or 
all, inſenſibly ſometimes lead a Writer into ſeem- 
ing, perhaps real Inconſiſtencies, even when under 
the Direction of a general good Intention, eſpeci- 
ally when treating of the deep, and hidden Things 
of God, when unfolding the Scheme of Divine 


Providence, and explaining the Diſpenſations of 


* Et Sor ig! TWy Arogo vo ¹π WG AN OfphENCE tb AEYOVTES. 
Quzremus, audiat ne cogitare, Apoſtolus pugnantia loqui, /azs 
Origen, in his 2d Book, De Principiis; 


| Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and Mercy. But where an infallible Spi. 
rit is ſuppoſed to go along, to direct the Pen or 
the Thoughts of a Writer, the Rule is indiſpenſi- 
ble, becauſe the Thing is impoſſible : If a Suſpici- 
on ariſes that he was not inſpired, the Caſe would 
not be altered; for the Plea of Inſpiration, the ve- 
ry Pretence - to it, would be an Argument for our 
ſtricter Attention, not only to detect the Impoſture, 


but to develope likewiſe the true Senſe and Mean- 
ing of the Writer. 


A Neg glect of Order md 88 1 admit 
cannot be Apoſtolical; for the very Reaſon aſſign- 
ed, the Deſign of a Writer in theſe ſuppoſed 
Le Cireumſtences, muſt be to inſtruct, and to con- 
& .yince.”* * The Poet quoted in the Cloſe of my 
laſt Letter ſays the ſame, e 55 7d cap, on vc pun ape; 
But it does not for all- that prove that Order or 
Perſpicuity is wanting; becauſe they do not ſtrike 
every Reader at firſt View, before he has made a 
proper and accurate Examination. The Defect 
may be, perhaps, oftner in the Reader, than in 
the Writer, in the Narrowneſs of his Underſtand- 
ing, and the Slowneſs of his Comprehenſion : 
There may be Inaptitude of ſundry Kinds, and 
from various Cauſes; he may have caſually adopt- 
ed Notions, oppoſite to what he conceives, was 
the Writer's Deſign, he may have a previous 
wrong Information, or a general Diſpoſition to 
take for granted whatever may diſparage, or help 
to leſſen the Authority of the Writer, nay, there 
may be a latent Wiſh and Deſire to find true, 
whatever may have been imputed of this Kind. 


The Difficulty, efpecially. of e ng an 
| old Author, may ariſe from other Cauſes, from 


V. 4 p. 330. 
| Cauſes 
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Cauſes for which the Author is no way reſponſible ; 15 


and which can lay no Imputation either againſt his 
Candour, Capacity, Knowledge, or Ingenuity. It 


may ariſe from the Phraſeology, from a uſe of 


Terms obſolete and long ſince out of Uſe, Terms 
that were at firſt peculiar and relative to the Peo- 


ple, or to the Circumſtances of the People to 


whom they were immediately, and intentionally 


directed and appropriated, and with a View perhaps 


to their ſole Benefit, and Advantage : The In- 
ſtruction conveyed, was perhaps intended to go 


no farther, and the Reaſons for ſtudying the Whole, 


or any Part of a Writer's Works, ceaſing for a 


Time, the Study might well be diſcontinued : A 
general In: ttention to particular Subjects and Ar- 
guments handled by him, though of high and 
ſtrict Importance at firſt, might eaſily and not 


unreaſonably fucceed ; by theſe means after a long 
Succeſſion of Time, when the ſame Subjects of 
Controverſy came to be revived, and to be reaſ- 
ſumed, his Writings would doubtleſly appear ob- 
icure, the Senſe intricate and involved, the Inter- 
menos doubtful and uncertain. 


Upon this Head your Grace will allow me to 
explain my Meaning, more fully : After the 


intire Abolition of the Jewiſß State, which hap- 


pened not till the reign of the Emperor Adrian, the 
Ritual or Ceremonial Law, which was incorpo- 
rated, and a Part of their Civil Polity, of Courſe 
dropp'd and was diſcontinued ; becauſe after that 
it was quite uſeleſs. 


In Conſequence of this the Controverſies be- 
tween unbelieving, and believing Fews, and be- 
tween both and Chriſtian Gentiles, which had for 
a Time ſubſiſted, and were ſo warmly litigated, 


and about which the greateſt Part of St. Paul's 
2 Epiſtles 
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Epiſtles to the Romans and Galatians is taken up, 
would ceaſe alſo, and be ſoon forgotten: The Sub- 
ject of Strife and Emulation was by that removed, 
and Contention will always ceaſe, when the Occa- 
fion drops, or is taken away. 


Hence it might very well happen, that thoſe 
Parts of St. Paul's Epiſtles which related immedi- 
ately to thoſe Controverhes, as a great Part of 
them confeſſedly do, would in a little Time be leſs 
attended to, and though they continued to be read 
in the Churches, on account of the pious and edi- 
fying Sentiments in the perſuaſive and exhortative 
Parts, would be leſs ſtudied in private: Thus it 
might happen that the Phraſeology of thoſe Epiſtles 
wonld be no longer the received or common Phra- 
ſeology ; the preciſe determinate Ideas marked out 
by each Word, would hardly be retained, or un- 
derftood ; new ones would be ſubſtituted, and of 
Courſe the Difficulty of recovering the old ones, 
if after Occaſions called for them, 1 grow 
daily greater and ſtronger. 


Beſides, at any ſucceeding Period, when the 
Subject and Senſe of theſe Writings might come 
to be enquired into, the Occaſion might neither be 
exactly the ſame, nor ſo ſimilar, as to make it ne- 
ceſſary to fearch for the original Idea, that each 
Term was intended to convey; and yet this might 
be perfectly neceſſary to a full underſtanding of 
them. Succeeding Writers might have a different 
Deſign, they might be in ſearch of Materials to 
compoſe, and work up a Syſtem of their own, and 
upon that account might not uſe the proper Means 
to diſcover the real Senſe and Meaning of the 
Apoſtle, ſo much as to twiſt, and to accommodate his 
Words to their own Syſtem, they would endeavour 
to find their own Meaning in them, and to _ 

their 
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their Purpoſe by faſtening it upon him, and bring- 
ing him to ſpeak for it. | 


From this View the Difficulty of accounting 
why even to Origen, the Writings of St. Paul 
might appear in the Light, in which he has ſtated 
and repreſented them will not be great,* much leſs 


in accounting why Auſtin fo long after, when Chri- 


ſtianity had undergone ſo many and fo great Alte- 
rations ; when hardly any Remembrance was pre- 
ſerved of the original End, Uſe and Deſign of 
theſe Epiſtles, and a Deſign was formed, and 
pretty publickly abetted, inconſiſtent with the Ori- 
ginal Scheme of Chriſtianity, ſubverſive of the 
common Rights of Chriſtians, and which particu- 
larly contradicted the general Tenor of this Apoſ- 
tle's Doctrine; when the Scriptures were univer- 
ſally neglected, in a manner thrown quite aſide, 
inſomuch that the Generality had almoſt forgot, 
that they had any ſuch Rule, and Tradition and 
Church Authority were ſet up in their Place; 
there will be no Difficulty in accounting, why this 
renown'd and much celebrated Biſhop of Hippo 
ſhould be able to invent, forge, and dreſs up a 
Scheme ſo repugnant and contradictory to the true 
Senſe and Deſign of this Apoſtle, and yet be 
able to paſs it upon the World for the Apoſtle's 
own. | 


His Reputation was ſuch that the Doctors of the 
Age would moſtly go along with him, and the reſt 
would take it for granted. Pelagius iſſuing from an 
obſcure Corner of the World, in a private Capaci- 
ty, would be too weak to controul him ; the poor 
travelling Monk if he had the Luck to be acquit- 
ted of Hereſy in a Synod conſiſting only of about 


* Philocalia Cap. ix. Ed. Camb. 1658. 
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a Score of Biſhops at one time, was ſure to be con- 
demned by hundreds aſſembled at another, at the 
Inftance and by the Intereſt of his Opponent Au- 
in, whoſe great Name awed even ſome of the 
Popes, and brought them from being Favourers 
of Pelagius, to give him up and condemn him. 


In the Circumſtances the World had then got 
into, the Thing was not hard ; the People were 


little accuſtomed to read, or look into the holy 


Scriptures ; in Diſputes the Appeal was not to 
them, but from them ; and about this time, the 
Study of them was both diſcountenanced and dif- 
couraged ; where they were conſulted occaſionally, 
it was only to ſee, whether Paſſages quoted and 
referred to, were indeed there ; if they found they 


were, the Inquiry went no farther, they were ſa- 


tisfied, the Point was decided, and the Opinion 
eſtabliſhed. 


Hence it happened, nor do I fee, my Lord, how 
it could happen otherwiſe, that detached Sentences 
in this Apoſtle, and other Parts of the Scriptures, 


as well as of his Writings, would be conſidered, 
not as Parts of a Whole, in Conformity to which 
they were to be expounded, but as diſtinct, inde- 


pendent Theorems or Propoſitions, like Sentences 
in the Books of Proverbs, Eccleſiaſticus, the Ma- 
xims of Ruchefacault, or the like: The Notion of 
a regular, uniform, well digeſted Plan, running 
thro' the whole, with a methodical Coherence and 


_ conſiſtency of every Part, each miniſterial and 


ſubſervient to the original Deſign, was either for- 


gotten or not much attended to; and in this man- 
ner of treating Authors, fo requiſite, ſo neceſſary 


in working up of new Syſtems, it is not to be 
wondered at, that the true Senſe ſhould be de- 
. parted from, and in time quite loſt, Th 
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The very Manner, my Lord, and Method of 
Preaching, taken up afterwards, ſo different from 
the firſt Apoſtolic Method, might, and J believe 
did, greatly contribute to the Miſunderſtanding 
the Senſe of the Scriptures then, and our greater 
Difficulty of underſtanding them now. I mean, 
my Lord, the Cuſtom of chuſing ſingle Sentences 
for Texts, inlarging upon them, and deducing 
Doctrines, Propoſitions, and Corrolaries from 
them, as we ſee from the numerous Homilies of 


the Fathers was the prevailing Mode in all the 
Churches. 


Nay, the very manner of dividing the Books of 
the New Teſtament into Chapters and Verſes, 
might in great meaſure contribute to it, and was 
perhaps the original Cauſe of that Perplexity, want 
of Order and Perſpicuity ſo obſervable in ſome 
Parts of them now ; but more unjuſtly charged 
than obſervable ſtill. © If inſtead of this, Pains had 
been taken, to have marked feparately the diffe- 
rent Heads of the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, the Topics 
he treated of, the Subject of his Argument, to 
whom he addreſſed himſelf in one Place, and to 
whom in another, the Tranſition from one Sub. 
ject to another, where his Diſcourſe began and 
ended, where it was controverſial and argumenta- 
tive, and where exhortative and perſuaſive, moſt 
or all of the Difficulty complained of now, had 
been, I am willing to preſume, intirely avoided. 


However this might be, the foregoing Conſide- 
rations will likewiſe account to us, why even Cat 
vin, and ſome others, might have adopted, graft- 
ed upon, and improved with Care and Art, the 
Miſtakes of Auſtin. Calvin, my Lord, was in ſome 
Things a great and reſpectable Author ; the Event 
has proved that he was fitter to form a Common- 

| E 3 h wealth 
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wealth than a Church. The Hiſtory of Geneva by 
Spon, ſhews that he was in one an Adept, in the 
other a Bungler : His general Deſign ſeems not to 


have been ſo much to reſtore primitive Chriſtiani- 


ty, as to gather out of the corrupted parts of it, 
a Peculium of his own, and to eſtabliſh a Society 
diſtinct and ſeparate from the reſt : And to this 


purpoſe the Notion of Original Sin as explained by 


Auſtin, of Election and Juſtification by Faith with- 
out Works, in ſhort of Predeſtination in general 
(the Conſequences of which he was alſo ſtudious 
to evade, tho? weakly and inconſiſtently) might 
readily ſerve, and be eaſily accommodated. Tho' 
he wrote Commentaries upon the Scriptures, and 
in ſome things has ſucceeded tolerably, he ſeems 
either to have wanted Abilities or Means of Infor- 
mation, or Uprightneſs of Intention, competent 
to the Undertaking ; he derived his Helps from 
impure, muddy and vitiated Streams, and the 
greateſt Proof we have of his Wiſdom, the only 
Proof we have of his Modeſty is, that he meddled 
not with the Revelations : 4 all the Wonder is, 
that after explaining the Text of St. Paul in the 
ſame way that the Remonſtrants have ſince, he 
ſnould make his Commentary, and Inſtitute, (as I 
think they do) contradict one another,* 


And thus we may at laſt, without Miſtake, Mit. 
repreſentation, I preſume, or Injury, account why 
our Author finding this Doctrine of Predeſtination 
ſo prophane in the Senſe already ſtated, to be at 
one Time the Doctrine of almoſt the whole 
Church, at another of a particular, and very con- 
iderable Part of it, under the Authority of Cal- 
vin, and another Part of it for prudential Reaſons, 


ſeemingly ſuffragating, or at beſt openly not oppo- 


See p. 74. 
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ſing a Syſtem too ſtrongly abetted, and by too 
great Numbers at the Time, to make an avowed 
Oppeſition adviſable or ſafe, without the Hazard 
of driving back Proſelytes into the dangerous Er- 
rors from which they had been ſo lately emancipa- 
ted: Why our Author, I ſay, upon this View of 
the Caſe, might without examining take it for 
granted, that this ſame Doctrine of abſolute Pre- 
deſtination, was in Truth the Doctrine of St Paul, 
and with a new Syſtem in his own Head, with a 
formed Intention to pluck up, and to extirpate 
Chriſtianity, might plume himſelf in the Diſcove- 
ry, and with Joy and Pleaſure ſeize the Opportuni- 
ty of giving the Objection, all the Force, Strength 
or Plauſibility, that it could receive from his Viva- 
city, Parts, and Penetration. 


Upon the whole, whatſoever, my Lord, were the 
original and real Cauſes of the Obſcurity, and of the 
Difficulty of expounding St. Paul's Epiſtles, whe- 
ther I am right or wrong in my Conjectures, or 
Computation, ſtill the Difficulty is not ſo great as 
is pretended : The Labyrinth is not ſo intricate, 
the Mazes not fo puzzling, but that we may yet 
get out of them : A Clue we have ſtill to lead us, 
Light enough, if we do not wilfully ſhut it out, 
to diſcover the Order, Perſpicuity, Coherence, 


Connection, and Senſe of his Diſcourſes, and to 


confute, tho* perhaps never to ſilence, the Cavils 
and Objections of Infidels. 


Let us try then, if under the Diſadranteay of 
much inferior Parts, but with the Help of an ho- 
neſt and upright Intention, we can penetrate into 
the general Scheme, and Deſign of this Epiſtle to 
the Romans, and by that into the true Interpretati- 


on of the Apoſtle's Senſe and Doctrine in the con- 
troyerted Paſſages. 
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The firſt Part of this Epiſtle exhibits to the 5 
der a general View of the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God in the Redemption of Mankind; it repreſents 

ews and Gentiles, as equally obnoxious to Wrath, 
and ſubject to Puniſhment, from whence he proves, 
that if the Jews were to be retained in the Church, 
to be continued in Covenant with God, and to be 
Members of his Kingdom, it muſt be by Grace 
through Faith, and that if the Gentiles were to be 
admitted, it muſt be by the ſame Method, and 


upon the ſame Conditions. 


— 


After proving that both were intereſted in the 
Privileges of the Goſpel, which were the free Gifts 
of God's Favour, and Love for Mankind, he goes 
on to declare to Believers in general, the Obliga- 
tions they lie under from the Nature of thoſe Be- 
nefits, and the Manner of beſtowing thoſe Fa- 
vours, to a Lite of ſincere Holineſs and ſtrict Vir- 
tue, at the ſame time he warns them of the Afflic- 
tions and Sufferings, that this would probaly, nay 
neceſſarily bring upon them; yet that ſtill the only 
full, ſure, and ſatisfying Proof, of their Election 
and Adoption, would be their ſteady Perſeverance 
in a Life of Faith and Holineſs in ſpight of Dan- 
gers and Temptations. 


This done he reaſſumes the Controverſy with 


the unbelieving Fews; he endeavours to give 


them right Sentiments, of the Title and Privi- 


leges which they claimed in conſequence of Abra- 
bam's Faith and Obedience; he vindicates the Equi- 
ty, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of this whole Diſpenſati- 
on, and proves to them particularly, that it was 


juſt and fit to reject and exclude ſuch of them as 


refuſed to come in from this general Indemnity and 
Act of Grace ; after which he 1 in the 12th 
. Chapter 
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Chapter to a Summary of Chriſtian Duty, exhorts 
warmly to the practice of it, and concludes. with 
Salutations to Perſons of Note and Diſtinction. | 


From this ſhort View of the general Contents 


of this Epiſtle, it is evident, firſt, that there can 
be no juſt Caule or Ground to complain of the 


want of Order, greater Uniformity of Deſign and 


Regularity of Execution is rarely to be met; and 
as Order, in moſt Caſes, implies and infers Perſpi- 


cuity ; the Fault (am I raſh, my Lord, in ſaying 
ſo) would ſeem rather to be in the Heart or Un- 
derſtanding of the Reader, in Stupidity or Negli- 
gence, than in the unintelligibility of our Apoſtle' 8 
Diſcourſe. 


The Author is pleaſed to obſerve, that the Dif- 
putes about Grace, Predeſtination, Free-will, Eleftion, 
Reprobation, &c. which St. Paul pretended to teach, 
it were to be wiſhed that nd Man after him had pre- 
ſumed to teach; fince they appeared obſcure, even 10 
$:. Peter. I wiſh ſo too; ; but does it follow, which. 
is the Thing he would inſinuate, that St. Paul is to 
be taxed as the Author of theſe Diſputes? His 
Words, I grant, have been ſince tortured and 
ſtrained to ſupport them ; but, in his Days, there 
is no Evidence that any ſuch Diſputes had at all 
lubliſted, or were thought of. Gn the contrary, 


they aroſe not till many Years after St. Paul was in 
his Grave; and owed their Riſe firſt to a weak 


Method aſſumed by ſome of the Chriſtian Fathers 
to confute the. Manichæan Hereſy. 


Whether Auſtin was the firſt that took it up, I 


pretend not to ſay; though Dr. 7/hitby, I find, is 
politive that he was, and that the Fachers before 


him, were univerſally of a different Opinion ; nay, - 


my Lord, he goes aher and aſſerts 9 
that 


| 

% 1 

©. 

9 

- 18 
» i 
- 
* 

Y $ 
CY 
mf 
->£ 

| 


- 2 — i. = * ” 
— notre —- — 
— — — — —-— 


74 LETTER 


that many of them, even after Auſtin, held the 
contrary Doctrine *, and for this, I confeſs, there 
ſeems to be ſome Ground; becauſe Vgſſius, in his 
Hiſtory of Pelagiani/m, cites three ſeveral Coun- 
cils, in which Auſtin's Doctrine was condemned: 


but however this be, one Thing is juſtly obſerva- 


ble, that this Doctrine had probably never have 
grown into Faſhion, nor been wrought into Syſ- 
tem, had it not been thought neceſſary to rid them 
of the Manichæan Doctrine of two co-exiſtent and 
co-eternal Principles; for in this Way only, it 
ſeems, they imagined the Introduction of moral 
Evil, the Evil of Concupiſcence could be accounted 


for, and all Things reduced to one Principle. 


Accordingly, my Lond, we find that the Or: 
thodox at that Time all charged Pelagius with hold- 
ing the impious Tenets of the Manichees ; and 
the Reaſon of their Cenſure was this, becauſe they, 
the Pelagians, he ſays, held that Concupiſcence 
was derived to Men, not from the Sin of Adam, 
„ per prevaricationem primi hominis in naturam 
& noſtram;“ but by the Intercourſe of a co-eternal 
evil Principle, per alienæ Deo eternæ malæque 
* Naturz commixtionem nobis accidiſſe. In ſhort, 
when we conſider that Auſtin himſelf had been in 
his Youth poiſoned with this ſame Hereſy of the 
Manichees, and that it was by the Labours of Am- 
broſe that he was firſt reclaimed t, and conſider, as 
our Author juſtly enough obſerves, * How natu- 


* See his Strict. Patr. in Pfalm li. and in Ep. ad Rom. 
where the Paſſages are all produced. 

+ Lib. de Geſtis Pelag. Auſtin's Works, Benedict. Ed. 
Sed & dogmata tenebant impiorum Manichzorum, & 
Lib. 5. cont. Pelag. aut Manichzus eſt Pelagius aut Ma- 
nichæis ſuffragatur incautus. 

+ See Dupin, and the Life of Auſtin by Poſi radius, in his 


own Works. 
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« rally Men run from one Extreme to another ; 
| « and that Reformation is often nothing more than 
| « a Change of Errors,” 
much at a Loſs, to account for Auſtin's Condudt in 


29 


we cannot be long, or 


this Matter, nor for the Riſe and Progreſs of this 


| myſterious and intricate Syſtem *; but we are, and 
always will be, at a Loſs to account, why a Perſon, 
* who knew all this, or who eaſily might have known 
it, for what Reaſons it was firſt forged and invent- 
| ed, by what Means and Methods it at laſt grew 
into Syſtem, and by what Authority it was propa- 


gated and handed down :0 us, ſhould maliciouſly 


I endeavour, or weakly hope, to father it upon St. 


Paul, in whoſe Writings there are no Traces of 


; any ſuch Syſtem, no Evidence of any ſuch Doctrine. 


It is a tickliſh Point that I am upon; there are 
Rocks and Sands of both Hands of me, upon nei- 
ther of which I would willingly ſplit. Your Grace, 
therefore, will be ſo good as to obſerve, that when 
I fay this, 1 mean only the Doctrine of Predeſtina- 
tion, as already ſtated in that Senſe, in which it is 
flrictly and properly prophane: For that there is a 
godly Conſideration of Predeflination and Election in 
Chrift, full of ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable Com- 
fert 10 godly Perſons, I readily admit: Nor indeed, 
my Lord, do think, that even Auſtin, though he 
aid the Foundation (though, as Dupin ſays of him, 
he ſtarted ſeveral Queſtions never thought of be- 
tore, and reſolved many of them by the mere 


* What puts it out of doubt is, that when the Pelagians 
had objected to 4uſtin, that the Fathers were generally 
againſt him. Auſtin confeſſes the Thing, but evades the 


Objection, by ſaying, that before Pelagius had broached 


his Doctrine, the Fathers had no occaſion to inquire into 
or conſider the Queſtion. Aug. Lib. de Prædeſt. cap. 14. 
and this Anſwer of Av Nin 8 confirms what I have 2 
p. 65, 66. 


Strength | 


| 
| Strength of his Wir, without recourſe to. Scrip- 


; ; 7 ve 
ture; and, for this Reaſon, may be properly enough ſte 
| called, rhe Father of this artificial Theology) meaned to 
| ſo much, or carried it ſo far, as Moderns have Þ T 


ſince; though they only pretended to copy him, 
in that Part of his Writings, which I have conſult- 
ed ; though he plunges deep into Myſtery, too 
deep to recover himſelf, or get out, yet he is ſome- 


h 
times very dexterous in evading the prophane Con- 5 
ſequences of his own Doctrine; whence, perhaps, 4 
it is that, among Moderns, the Controverſy has 
often been more about Auſtin's Senſe than about St. 
Pauls. It was undoubtedly therefore ta his Suc- t 
ceſſors, the modern Auguſtiniaus, the Cal viniſts, c 
Fanſeniſts, and Meſſrs of Port Royal particularly, t 
that the Author ſhould have paid his Compliments, 0 
for the Opportunity and Pleaſure they have given f 
him of diſplaying his amazing Scepticiſm, and that 0 
extravagant Taint of Spleen and Ill-humour that N 
runs through all his Works: To St. Paul he had | 
no Obligations; in his Days there were no ſuch Diſ- | 
| 


putes ; the Controverſy then ſubſiſting was only 
| between Jews and Gentiles, about their reſpective 
| Titles and Intereſts to, and in the Privileges and 
Bleſſings of, the Goſpel. _ | 


Before I proceed, there is a farther Point to be 
| confidered; for the Author, my Lord, ſays, That 
| « theſe Things appeared obſcure, even to St. Pe- 
| &*& fer; but this is not true; for theſe ſublime 
theological Doctrines, as he calls them, were not 
the Doctrines of St. Paul, ſo could not be the 
Things that were obſcure to St. Peter : Beſides, I 
St. Peter does not ſay, that the Things in St. Paul 
were obſcure, but that ſome Things in him were 
hard to be underſtood, which may be the Caſe 
often of what is not obſcure; a Thing may be | 
: Very 
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very clearly expreſſed, and yet very hard to under- 


ſtand : The Things, which St. Peter ſays were hard 


to be underſtood, were quite different Things ; the 
| Things of which he had juſt before been ſpeaking 
| himſelf, viz. the Promiſes of Chriſt's coming, and the 
| long-ſuffering of God for our Salvation, as may be 
| ſeen, by comparing what is there ſaid, with what 


his beloved Brother Paul had delivered upon the 


fame Subject; Rom. viii. 19. 1 Cor. xv. 24. and 
Te. iv. 15. | ; | | 


The very Expreſſion , wacay; eri Obliges us 
to look for them elſewhere; becauſe this Doctrine 
of Predeſtination is not treated of in all his Epiſ- 
tles, conſequently are not the Things referred to b 
St. Peter. And in what does St. Peter ſay the Dif- 
ficulty of underſtanding them conſiſted? Not from 
any Obſcurity in his manner of treating them, as 
the Author would inſinuate, but from the Igno- 
rance or Inſtability of his Readers, who, by theſe 
Means, wreſted them as they did other Scriptures 
beſides theſe, to their own Deſtruction; againſt 
which, the Diſciples he was writing to, would, in 
his Opinion, be ſufficiently ſecured, by improving 
themſelves in the Knowledge of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt *. Is it not amazing, my Lord, 
that ſuch Things ſhould be the Subjects of Diſ- 
putes, or brought into Controverſy ? 


In compliance, my Lord, with the Admirers of 
this celebrated Infidel, let me ſuppoſe (the Suppoſi- 


*I have here quoted this 2d Ep. uſually called Peter's, as 
his ; becauſe it was received in the Church by the Council of 
Laodicea, when the Canon was ſettled ; about which, 
however, great Doubts did then ſubſiſt, perhaps not ſuffi- 
ciently cleared up ſince : The Matter is of no Importance 
to the preſent Controverſy ; ſuch as deſire to look into it, 
may compare Dr. Ceſin, with Grotius, and Dupin. 

. tion 
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tion will not, offend any ſober, honeſt-minded Be« 


lie ver) that St. Paul might have had an Eye, and 


have glanced, not indirectly, at ſome of thoſe Ni: 
ceties and Refineinents controverted in the Schools 


before, and about his time, and, which he ſays, 


obtained univerſally under the reſpectable Name of 


| Theology and Metaphyfics. Is this a Reaſon for any 


Man to charge him, either with Blaſphemy or Pro- 
phaneneſs? Let his manner of treating theſe Sub. 


jects be examined, and even upon this Suppoſitioh, 


he will be acquitted. N 


In the Places where he is ſuppoſed to do this, 
does he invent or add any Thing new to the Faith 
or Practice of Chriſtians, beſides what he had 
learned and been taught by Chriſt ? Does he put 
the Salvation or Happineſs of Mankind upon the 
Truth or Falſhood of the Doctrine? Is the Solu- 
tion given by him of ſuch Intricacies repugnant to 
any clear Idea of God's moral Perfections? Is the 
Free-agency, the natural Liberty of Man, impair- 
ed or deſtroyed by it? ls the Guilt of Immorality leſ 
ſened, or transferred, or Man made leſs account- 


able? If nothing of this kind can be ſaid ; if the 
- Contrary, in every Inſtance, as I am ſure it is, 1s 


evidently true ; if where he can be ſuppoſed to have 


an Eye to them at all, he treats them, at all times, 


with the greateſt Caution and Warineſs, in a Way 


intended, and that ought effectually to bring down, iſ 
the Pride of human Nature, to diſcourage that Ar- 
rogance and Preſumption, which carries human 


Reaſon (and his own remarkably) ſo often beyond 
the narrow Limits of its Comprehenſion ; if this, 


1 ſay, be the Cale (and the Paſſages, whence it may 
be proved, are ſo many, that every Reader can 
with eaſe refer to them) the Charge of Prophane- 
neſs muſt recoil, and falls not upon the Apoſik, 


but upon this preſumptuous Objector. 
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If in conſidering the Preſcience of God, and the 
Free-agency of Man, Difficulties have ariſen, which 
Reaſon may perhaps never be able to clear up, 
how is St. Paul anſwerable for this? The Author, 
who has ſounded his own Abilities very high, has 


| but ſlightly attempted it, and not at all ſucceeded ; 


if Men's final Happineſs or Salvation depended 


upon the Solution of ſuch Difficulties, St. Paul, we 


have reaſon to believe, would have undertaken it, 
and, had he undertaken it, we may not doubt, 
would have done it : But ſuch Topics of Argumen- 
tation had no Connection with the Deſign of his 
Epiſtle, nor with the End of his Preaching: On 


the contrary, he every where induſtriouſly avoids 


to puzzle his Readers with ſuch Intricacies, and 
upon many Occaſions, lays himſelf out te diſcou- 
rage all ſuch Inquiries: His general Sentence 1s, 
that in many Things there is a Knowledge too excel- 
lent for us, a Knowledge that we cannot attain ; in 
ſuch, he juſtly cries out, O Allitudo ! and his Mean- 


| ing is plainly, that in all ſuch Points, it becomes 


human Weakneſs and Ignorance to ſubmit : To 
conclude that God's Attributes are not at Variance, 
becauſe we cannot explain all the. Methods of his 
Providence. If this be T heological Effronterie, as he 
calls it,“ in the Divine, it is, we will, we may ſay, 
more arrogant and impudent in the Philoſopher, 
who pretends to be a Theiſt. 


To return to my Subject; if this may be thought 
a Digreſſion, your Grace fees what the Apoſtle's 
Plan and principal Deſign in this Epiſtle was; and 
we may now with Reafon argue, with Certainty 
conclude, that the Doctrine of abſolute Predeſtina- 
tion, as ſtated above, and charged to him by the 


2 Frag. & Min. V. 5. p. 366. 
Objec- 
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Objection, cannot be his; and that it was impoſſ. 
ble for the Wit of Man 0 contrive, or to ſketch 
out, any thing more directly repugnant to that 
Plan, and to every End that he could poſſibly pro- 
poſe. to ſerve by it. 


For let us conſider, my Lord, what would hape 
been the probable Conſequence of this Doctrine at 


that time: inſtead of perſuading the unbelieving 


Jeus to enter into the Fold of Chriſt, it would have 


frightened them away; inſtead of bringing them 
to comply with the Call and Tender of Salvation 
made to them, it would have raiſed their Ayerſion, 


and tempted them to ſeal their Reprobation by thei 
Obſtinacy. As it was, not many came in, compa: 
ratively few were choſen : In this way they had till 
been fewer, where-ever that Doctrine was preach- 
ed, perhaps none at all. Inſtead of encouraging 


i Gentiles, who were already Believers, to perſevere, 


to be ſtedfaſt, to grow in Grace, to add to their 


Faith, Vite and to their Virtue, Patience, Sr. 
by alfuring them of their Title and Intereſt in the 
preſent Bleſſings and Privileges of the Goſpel, it 
muſt have raiſed infinite Doubts and Scruples in 
their Minds, made them wavering and inconſtant, 


and ready to turn back and deſert upon the leaſt 


Appearance of Difficulty or of Danger. In ſuch 
caſe, Numbers certainly would have fallen off; 


none probably would have conſented to have for- 


ſaken Houſes and Lands, Sc. if they could have 


no better Certainty of the grand Object of theit 
Hopes, than what this rigid, ſevere, and gloomy 


Doctrine preſented. 


What Sort of an Argument would it have been, 
either to Jew or Gentile, to have told them, that 
neither the Promiſes of God, nor the Declarations 

of his Will; neither their own Reflections, _ 
5 their 
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their Qualifications and Conditions, nor their Rea- 
ſonings upon the Nature and Perfections of the 
Deity, could give them the leaſt Certainty whether 
they were of the Number of thoſe whom God, by 
a ſecret irreverſible Decree, had ſentenced to eter- 
hal Happineſs, or to everlaſting endleſs isliſery ? 
What kind of a Perſuaſive would this have been to 
Holineſs ; to puſh at higher and nobler Meaſures of 
Perfection, to ſtrive, to contend, to wreſtle, to run 
for the high Prize of their Calling? How unlikely 
to be an availing Motive to Prayer, to Watchful- 
nels, to deny themſelves, to reſiſt Temptations, 
to endure Afflictions? What Folly had it been in 
him to endeavour to perſuade them to this; what 
greater Folly in them to be perſuaded, if, after 
all, they might ſtill be of the Number of thoſe 


who go to Perdition ? Though they obeyed tlie 


gracious Summons, though they came at the 
firſt Invitation, though they had their Lamps 
trimmed, every preparatory Qualification to be re- 
ceived, to enter into Joy, might yet be pafſed 
over, ſhut out, reprobated; condemned; becauſe 
they were not foreſeen, becauſe they were not fore 
known, though they were ſuch as God muſt fore- 
know would be worthy, were yet not predeſtina- 
ted: Though they were elected, regenerated, ſanc- 
N yet could not be adopted, juſtified, glo- 
rie 5 „ | 


The Doctrine, my Lord, not only makes the 
Apoftle contradict himſelf, which no true Expoſition 
can do, but it breaks the very thread of his Dif. 
courſe; It not only makes a confuſed Jumble of 
the whole Goſpel, but makes Nonſenſe of the very 
Argument he is ſuppoſed to maintain by it; and 
demoliſhes the very Fabric that it ſuppoſes him at 
the Time to be building. 


F Whats 
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Whatever 1s the Senſe of the Paſſage in queſtion, 
a Chain indubitably there is, every Link of which 
hangs one by another; a Coherence and Connec- 
tion there is of every Sentence and Part, from 


the firſt to the laſt. 


Whoever were the For. 
known, 
The ſame were the Pre- 
| 8 . 
Whoever were the pre- 
deſtinated, 


Whoever were the called, 

The ſame were the Juli. 

| fied. 15 

Whoever were . Juftt- 
Red, ' 

The ſame were the glorified. 


All this is evident and undeniable ; 0 yet if the 
Doctrine charged to him, be the Doctrine he 
meaned to teach, theſe Things do neither conſiſt 
nor follow, the Perſons who were foreknown and 
called, may neither be predeſtinated, Juſtified, nor 
e he 


Thus, my Lord, the Objection and the Doc- 


trine are both, I conceive, unanſwerably confuted, 


from the very Words upon which they are founded. 


| ng] 
Whatever Imputations the Enemies of Religion 


may endeavour to faſten upon St. Paul, to leſſen 
his Reputation, to derogate from an Authority that 
ſtands ſo much in their Way, and has ſomething to 
anſwer to every Pretence which they aſſume or ad- 
vance; he was not ſo weak and ſuperficial a Rea- 
bone, as the Objection ſuppoſes; he had clear 

Ideas, 
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Ideas, and had he been diſpoſed to work up an ar- 
tificial Theology, as is put to his Account, it would 
not, we preſume, have been ſo disjointed, ſo inco- 
herent, that every Bungler that came after him 
muſt neceſſarily have ſeen it's Flaws, and put to his 
Hand to patch and to mend it, by adding their own 
il; ſorted and worſe-tempered Materials: He would, 

we may ſay, at leaſt, have made it conſiſtent and 

hang aptly together; if, when brought to the Teſt, 

and tried by the Standard of ſevere Criticiſm, it ap- 
peared neither rational nor ſound, it would yet 
have been Palatable and REI | 


But if the [7 ARES imputed be not St. FO 
Doctrine, it may be aſked, what is his Doctrine? 


| To this, my. — I ſhall anſwer preſently ; and, 


by a proper Paraphraſe, aſſign, what I apprehend 
will be a rational and conſiſtent Explication ; allow 
me previouſly, to-make a Remark upon ſomewhat 
that our Author has advanced in another Place. 


« He is certain, he ſays, * That Chriſt did not 
4 teach this Doctrine, but that Auſtin did; and 
« whether St. Paul intended to teach it, is to 'fome 
* Perſons made doubtful, but not to him: Our 
Countryman Pelagius in the g th Century ſet 
* himſelf againſt it; but he, it ſeems, aſcribed 
too much to Free-will, and too little to Grace : 


| * But the Semi- pelagians avoided that Extreme, and 


* their Doctrine appears moderate and reaſonable, 
„and no way repugnant to the Ideas of divine 
« Juſtice and Goodneſs. Mr. Locke reconciled 
„his (the Apoſtle's) Doctrine a little to common 
« Senſe, by ſuppoſing, that the Apoſtle had no 
Intention to ſpeak about perſonal Rejection or 
„Election: But St. Auſtin thought fit to under- 
* ſtand him otherwiſe, and to believe the Apoſtle 
* Eſſ. 4. p. 510. i 
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« according to his own Interpretation, in defiance 
c of common Senſe and common Equity.“ 


By this Account then, Auſtin, it ſeems, under- 


ſtood St. Paul better than either Pelagius or Locke, 
the Semi-pelagians, Arminians, or Remonſtrants af. 
terwards: I do not take upon- me to vindicate 
one or the other, farther than may be neceſſary to 
a Vindication of St. Paul. Their Syſtems are none 
of them compleat, or free from Errors ; the Thing 
that ſtrikes my Thoughts here, is, the extreme 
Fondneſs the Author every where ſhews to arraign 


St. Paul, and to load him with Imputations which | 


he imagines may ſerve to blaſt his Credit and de- 


ſtroy his Authority: For why ſhould Auſtin, my | 


Lord, in this Author's Senſe ſo often repeated 
one of the greateſt Corruptors of Chriſtianity, be 
more certainly right in his Explication of St. Paul 
than Pelagius or Mr. Locke, and fo many others, 
who have taken the ſame Side ? No other probable 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, but that if St. Paul was 
acquitted, Chriſtianity would ſtand impregnably ; 
and if St. Paul was condemned, neither the Au- 
thority of Pelagius, or Locke, or any of that Stamp, 
would avail againſt his: And if it is certain that 
Chriſt did not teach this Doctrine of abſolute Pre- 
deſtination (a Certainty that I wonder how he 
came by , for, according to Auſtin, Chrift taught it, 
as well as Paul) why was he to inveterately preju- 
diced againſt St. Pau], as to conclude he did? The 
Preſumption, at firſt View, was certainly in his 
Favour ; that whatever Chriſt taught, Paul taught 
the ſame, becauſe he had his, which the Author 
calls, Paul's Gofpel, by immediate Revelation from 
Chriſt, That it was the ſame, we have no reaſon 
to doubt; many Conſiderations to induce us to be- 
lie ve, this particularly (to mention no more now) 
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that Chriſt's Doctrine, when Pau] taught, was too 


recent in the Memory of his Diſciples, and too well 


underſtood, for him, or any other, to venture to 
contradict it it openly, 


The only perceivable Difference between them 
ſeems to be, that what Chriſt revealed only in ge- 
neral, as an Event that would happen, Paul, by 
his Situation and Controverſies with the Jes, was 
obliged to explain, and to aſſign the Reaſons of to 
juſtify the Event. The Obſtinacy of the Jeus on 
one hand, and the Scruples of the Gentiles on the 
other, extorted it from him; and if theſe Cauſes 
had not combined to make- it neceſſary for the 
Conviction of one, and the Comfort of the other, 
it is more than probable that St. Paul had paſſed it 
over, and ſuffered the Prediction to be juſtified by 
the Event. 


The Wonder now, the only Diffeuliy to ac- 
count for, is, that a Point, peculiar and relative only 
to the State and Circumſtances of the Church at 
that time, in which Chriſtians in after Ages could 
be no way concerned, could be under no Obliga- 
tion of inquiring into, could be no way intereſted 
to decide, ſhould, after the Controverſy had ſo long 
ceaſed, when the Occaſion of it had vaniſhed, re- 
aſſume and introduce it again, when it could ſerve 
to no other Purpoſe, than to raiſe Debates, and to 
diſturb the Peace of the Church : Be this as it will, 
(though it is a Point that deferves our ſerious At- 
tention) if the whole Scheme of Chriſtianity is con- 
ſidered in one View, and taken together, and 
Chriſt and St. Paul may each have the Privilege of 
being expounded, ſo as to be conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, there will be no jarring, no Diſcord, no 
Contrariety between them. 
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Of all who have ever come in my. way, this 
Writer ſhould be the forwardeſt to admit and to 
defend this Rule of Interpretation; without it, he 
will be every where inconſiſtent, with the Advan- 
tage of it hardly in wy two Sections clear of 


| Contradiction, 


I have already quoted a Conceſſion of his, that 
St. Paul's Goſpel was, in the fundamental Princi- 
ples of it, the ſame as the others; I may now quote 


another, and make the ſame Uſe of both. Tho' 


e the Writings of this Apoſtle abound lays he, with : 


+ myſterious Refinements, he doth not preſcribe 
* any. thing directly repugnant to the Law of 
& Nature.” Your Grace, I believe thinks, 
that a Thing of this Kind did not drop inadver- 
tently from the Author; that whatever he wrote 
he intended ſhould come under the Notice of his 
Reader. I think the ſame : Let us ſuppoſe him 
then for once ſincere, and it will be pertinent. to 
aſk ; Is the Doctrine of abſolute Predeſtination di- 


h rectly oppoſite to the Law of Nature, or is it not? 


Tf it be not, then it is not abſurd, as he ſaid be- 
forez. nor prophane: If it be; then, by this Con- 
ceſſion, it is none of St. Paul's: The Concluſion is 
Not to be evaded; his warmeſt Friends, his moſt 
Paſſionate Admirers, cannot clear him of it. 


Again, I aſk, is the Doctrine of abſolute Pre- 


deſtination a fundamental Principle; or is it not ? 


IF it is, then Chriſt and St. Paul do not differ ; for 
his Goſpel, in the fundamental Principles, it is con- 
tefſed is the fame as the other's: If it is not a fun- 
damental (which I take upon me to affirm is the 
Truth) it is then at higheſt a Subject of Curioſity, 
about which every Chriſtian may inquire, or not, as 


he pleaſes ; and give that Senſe to the Apoſtle's 


Words 
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Words which beſt ſuits his Judgment, ſo as not to 
diſturb the Peace of others, or break in upon any 
Rule of hriſtian Charity. | 


I explain myſelf thus: The Doctrine FR deli- 
vered by St. Paul (if it muſt be called the Doctrine 
of Predeſtination ; for the Choice of the Term was 
very injudicious) at the Time that he wrote his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, was a fundamental Doc- 
trine, of great Uſe, and ſtrict Neceſſity to inſiſt 
upon, and to explain both to Fews and Gentiles; 
but when the Controverſy dropped between them, 
as it did, when the Occaſion was removed by the 
breaking up of the Jewiſb State, and the intire 
Abolition of the Ceremonial Law, it ceaſed to be a 
fundamental Doctrine, and never was afterwards ; 
after that, no Attention ſeems to have been given 
to it in the Church, it was quite neglected, and in 
a manner intirely forgotten; and had it not been 
for the united Labours of Auſtin and Ferom, the 
latter of whom ſeems to have had no View in tak- 
ing it up, but to oppoſe and correct the Errors of 
Pelagius; though the former had another and a dif- 
ferent View, viz. to confute the Hereſies of Cerdon, 
Marcion, and other Chriſtian Manichees, which had 
been propagated even to his Time; it is more than. 
probable that we ſhould never have heard of it, nor 
been troubled with it in our Days. The Truth i is, 
that upon the Authority of this great Doctor it 
took root, ſpread, and became for ſeveral Ages 
the Catholic Doctrine of the Church; an Event 
that need not ſurpriſe us who know what the State 
of Chriſtianity. was, what, the Doctrines in Mode 
were, to what Points the Zeal and Labours of the 
principal Men turned, and the extreme Ignorance, 
in conſequence of the Generality of Profeſſors, 
through the intermediate Space, 3 the middle 
| n of the zth down to the Opening of the 
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15th Century ; and all that we have to lament now, 
is, that our Reformers were ſo unhappily circum- 
ſtanced, as to be under a Neceſſity of ſeeming to 
adopt it in part, and of giving it the ſtrongeſt Sanc- 
tion 1t ever received ; with whatever Confidence 
or Bigotry the Syſtem has been abetted by Calvi- 
niſts and Janſeniſts, and, in the other Extreme, 
however it has been derided and expoſed to Ridi- 
cule by Lutherans, Arminians, Moliniſts, and Feſu- 
21s, it can never be proved either againſt Chriſt or 
St. Paul, that it was theirs: Even in the Senſe it 
may be received as a Doctrine of Chriſtianity, I 
am free to maintain that it is' not a fundamental 
one, that it is not a Point that any Believer is con- 
cerned to examine, or to inquire about; 1t aroſe 
at firſt from a Peculiarity in the Circumſtances up- 
on which the Church -and Kingdom of Chriſt at 
firit ſer out; it might be of Uſe in arguing with 
Fews ſtill, but to Believers it is, it can be of none. 


Tf this Notion appear new, let not its Novelty 
diſguſt; let it be examined, and I dare anſwer it 
will be found to be true : And I have only to ob- 
ſerve farther in Vindication of the Church, where- 
of I am a Member, that the Taint of it was never 
very ſtrong among us; great Caution was uſed in 
drawing up the Article, the Expreſſion is very am- 
biguous, the Senſe very doubtful, there is ſome 
| Reaſon to think the Ambiguity was deſigned: It 
was originally of exotic Growth and Culture, and 
never has'thriven much in our Climate ; they were 
Foreigners who brought it here, and even their 
Poſterity, or rather their Succeſſors, ſeem every 
where willing to weed it out and to throw it aſide : 
Whether our own Clergy are generally in the ſame 
way of thinking, I am no way priviledged to ſay ; 
what your Grace's Seritiments are in the Matter, I 


do not pretend to know, much Jeſs ſhould I pre- 


tend 
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tend to gueſs at ; but this I have reaſon to think, 
that had it not been for the untime ly, and unfor- 
tunate End of Archbiſhop Laud, too ambitious, 
and too fond of Power, but not fo bad a Man as 
he has been called, none of our Clergy, at this 
Day, would have been under the Difficulties 
which this Author takes upon * in their Name 
to complain of.“ 


Io an extreme and very unjuſt Averſion to Po- 
| pery at one Time, we are indebted for the Ap- 
pearance it makes in our Syſtem, to an unreaſona- 
ble Dread of the ſame Evil, that we were not de- 
livered from 1 i at another. 


In ſpeaking to Points, wherein the Doctrine of 
our Church may be ſuppoſed to interfere, I confeſs 
to your Grace, I have a true filial Awe upon my 
Mind; even where I could not implicitly aſſent, 
do not think myſelf privileged explicitly to con- 
tradict; I will therefore preſume to hope, that as 1 
intend no Offence, ſo that none will be taken, at 
any Thing I have advanced. 


In general, I apprehend, that reaſoning from 
the Nature of the Caſe, and the Deſign of the 
Epiſtle, is the ſureſt, and beſt Method of acquit- 
ting our Apoſtle ; becauſe whatever the Circum- 
| ſtances of the Caſe before him would not admit of 
or was inconſiſtent with his general Plan, whate- 
ver Colour is given to it, or Plauſibility it is ſet off 
with, that could never be his Meaning; he could 
not intend to contradict himſelf, he could have no 
| Deſign to overturn and deſtroy the Force of his 
| own Reaſoning : If his View was to bring in both 
Jews and Gentiles into the Fold, he would not preſs 


* Eſſay 4. F. 30. 
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them with Arguments more likely to keep them 
at a Diſtance, or to drive them out. He was too 
much in Earneſt to do the Latter, he was to wary 
and accurate to be betrayed into the Former. From 
the ambiguous and equivocal Senſe and Uſe of 
Words and Phraſes long ſince obſolete, all Expli- 
cations of the Senſe of any Author, will ever be 
liable to ſome Objections : However rational and 
conſiſtent any Explication may appear, none for 
that Reaſon, will ever be fo ſure and ſafe a Stan- 
dard to determine the Senſe of an Author by, as 
that I have mentioned : An exact Agreement 
among Commentators rarely happens, for various 
Reaſons, the Thing is perhaps impoſſible, and this 
Diſagreement when it happens, gives, in ſome 
Caſes, a too plauſible Handle to the common Ene- 
my to play them firſt one againſt another, and af- 
terwards to diſcard them all : New Explications 
ſhould therefore be always attempted with great 
Warineſs and Modeſty ; yet in a Caſe like this be- 
fore us, where there is no Danger, that a Diſa- i 
greement can hurt the common Caule, nor any 
Advantage loſt by it, that has been gained by pre- 
ceding Expoſitors, tho' I ſhould neither adopt their 
whole Senſe, nor follow it exactly, I may be al- 
lowed to offer, what I think a juſt, and rational 
Explication of the Senſe of the Apoſtle. 


With Mr. Locke, my Lord, I fo far agree, "that 
this, and the Remainder of the Chapter ſeems to 
have been ſaid to confirm the Gentile Converts in 
the Aſſurance of the Love and Favour of God to 
them through Chriſt, though they were not under 
the Law :* But when he ſays that the Jews were 
rejected nationally, and the Gentiles favoured na- 
tionally, and that the Apoſtle meaned to aſſert the 


* Note on v. 28. 
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Right, which God has over all the Nations of the 
Earth, to raiſe, and to favour one, to depreſs, and 
reject another, I cannot ſubſcribe or go along with 
him ; it bears, I think, a little too hard upon the 
Sanction of natural Law. which ariſes from the 
Senſe, Apprehenſion, and Evidence, we have, 
that the Virtues of Men in their ſocial State, tend 
naturally to their Happineſs, and their Vices to 
their Miſery. The Author I contend with has the 
{ame Obſervation, but to ſhew his Inconſiſtency, 
how little his Reader can at any Time rely upon 
any Thing he ſays, he again retracts this, and ex- 
preſly affirms, that Mr. Locke's Expoſition may be 
admitted, becauſe conformable enough to the 
Sanction of the Law of Nature. ＋ 


To the pious Labours of Mr. Taylor, who came 
after, and. has improved much upon Mr. Locke's 
Scheme, I acknowledge myſelf much indebted ; 
and though I ſhould be of Opinion, that in 
ſome Things his Scheme 1s precarious and too hy- 
pothetical, not able to bear all, that he has laid 
upon it, yet in ſome Things! chearfully adopt his 
Sentiments, and may not ſcruple to borrow an Ob- 
ſervation or two from him, that will ſerve to clear 


up, and confirm what I take to be the true Senſe 
of the Paſſage in Queſtion. 


(1) He has, my Lord, I apprehend, clearly 
proved that in the Apoſtolic Writings, all that are 
in the viſible Church and profeſs the Faith of the 


| Goſpel, are numbered among the Called, Elected, 


or Juſtifted ; from whence it will follow, conſiſtent: 
ly with the Senſe of the Paraphraſe I am to give, 
that all the Called, Elected, and Juſtified, were 
toreknown and predeſtinated. | 


+ Fragm. & Min. p. 456. 
| © (2) He 
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(2) He . ſhewn, that Calling and all the con. 
ſequent Privileges, and Benefits here mentioned, 
are intended, and urged by the Apoſtle, as 
Motives only co Obedience ; that as Grace is the 
Foundation, and original of the Goſpel Scheme, 
fo it is the prime Motive in it. 


That the Motives of the n are never in 


this Order 


Ye are ſtill Children 
of Wrath, till under 
the Power of Darkneſs, 


Strangers from the Co- 


yenant of Promiſes, 

therefore believe, and 

repent, and love God. — 
But thus, 


Ye are Elect, called, 
ſaved, juſtified, waſh- 
ed, regenerated, Chil- 
dren of God, Saints, 
Heirs, therefore by this 


| Goodneſs of God 0 


you, be induced, 
love, and to obey. 


*(3) He has ſhewn that thoſe Bleſſings and Pri- 
vileges never once import an abſolute final State 
of Favour and Happineſs, but are to be conſidered 
only as Diſplays, Inſtances, and Deſcriptions of 
God's Love, and Goodneſs to us, to operate as 
moral Means upon our Hearts. 


This, my Lord, is an Obſervation of great Im- 
portance, to the right underſtanding of the whole 
Scriptures of the New Teſtament, and many 
Parts of the Old, and moſt effectually clears St. 
Paul of the Doctrine of abſolute Predeſtination, 
in the Senſe in which it ſtands in St. Auſtin, and 
moſt modern Syſtems. 


This being premiſed, L offer to your Grace the 
following Paraphraſe as the true Senſe of thoſe 
Texts, 
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Texts, from which the Doctrine has been de- 


duced. 


Ch. 8. v. 28. And 


we know that all 
Things work together 
for Good to them who 
are called according to 


his Purpoſe. 


For whom he did 


foreknow, he alſo did approved of f Oln account of 


their believing in His Son, and 


predeſtinate, to be con- 


formed to the Image 


of his Son, that he 
might be the Firſt- 


born among many 


Brethren. 


And we know that God co- 
operates with thoſe, and order- 


eth all things for their Good, 


who obey his Call, and ac- 
commodate themſelves to his 


Will. N 
For thoſe whom he before 
being obedient to his Call, 


thoſe alſo he pre- ordained, or 
appointed to be conformed to 


the Image of his Son, in ſuf- 
fering like him, who in this 


- Moreover whom he | 
did predeſtinate, them 
alſo he called, and 


whom he called, them 
alſo he juſtified, and 


reſpect, was their Fore- run 


ner, or firſt-borii Brother; and 
thoſe whom he thus appointed 
to be conformed to the Image 
of his Son, thoſe alſo he actu- 
ally called, to ſuffer, and to 


bear Affliction. 


And thoſe whom he thus 
called to ſuffer, to them alſo 


he gave Strength to perſevere 
in the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
whom he juſtified, 
them alſo he glorified. 


in ſpite of Temptation, and 


_ thoſe whom he thus. juſtified, ' 
or enabled to be juſt, them al- 


ſeo he determined to endow, or 


to adorn with extraordinary, 


and wonderful or ſpiritual 
Gifts, to enable them to be ſo. 
— 


% 
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How far your Grace will approve of this Para- 


phraſe, I dare not ſay, but before you give Judg- 


ment, I muſt beg of you to conſider the ſtrict Im- 
por ft of ſome Words in the Original ; I ſubmit it 
to you with, the greater Readineſs, becauſe I have 
occaſionally. obſerved many Years * ago, that the 


Knowledge of Languages is a Point that you ex- 
cel in. 


Let me obferve to , you, firſt, that 3 propo· 


ftum, in the 28th Verle is ſynonymous to volunta-' 


tem; and. that Hero, vocati, in St. Paul's Senſe, 
always ſignifies, who obey him that calls, as may 
be ſeen by comparing this with Ch. 1. 7. in Which 


Senſe it is allo uſed, Revel, 17. 14. 


Let me obſerve again that the Senſe of eoporyvy 
' preſcivit, v. 29. whom he did foreknow, is whom 
he did approve, as believing in his Son, and obe- 
dient to his Call: For as ywoumir, Ch. 7. 15. ſig- 
nifies approbare, That which 1 do, I allow not, &c. 


5 FA ues „ 18 Prius approbare, to approve before- 
n | 


f 41830 


Let me obſerye farther, that wgwgos, predgſtina- 


vn, is more properly, and conſiſtently with the ge- 
neral Scripture Style tranſlated, by preordained, or 
appointed; and that this Senſe b 


appointed to: It was to be conformed to the 
Image of his Son; how, or in what? only in ſuf- 
fering like him; and thoſe whom he thus appoint- 
ed, thoſe alſo he called, , to ſuffer. 


Whhatever God a e to be done, or deſigns 


beforehand to be one, he is ſaid in Scripture, 
epowglons ; ſo you have it Atts 4. 24. focpioti mew 
an 


= am 2 


determined by 
conſidering what i it was they were predeſtinated or 


hand c jaquatd . 
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and that it was only' to ſuffer like him, that they 


were called and appointed, may be ſeen by com- 
paring, with x Peter, 2. 20, 21. For hereunto 
were ye called, for Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving 
us an Example, that we ſhould follow his Steps. 


Let me obſerve alſo, that · Me is not ſo pro- 
perly rendered Juſtificavit as Fuſtos fecit for Amaww 
is not only uſed to expreſs our Beginning or En- 
trance into the Faith, to which, according to Mr. 
Taylor, it might not improperly be applied here, 
but likewiſe our Progreſs in it. And thus the Senſe 
will be as J have uſed it above; he gave, or he 
ſupplied them with Strength to perſevere in oppo- 
ſition to all Temptation, and all Oppoſition from 


, „ 
Violence or Perſecution. 


Then thoſe whom he thus juſtified, i. e. thus 
led to the Righteouſnes of Faith, thoſe alſo he glo- 
rified, fac, he determined to adorn with: ſpiri- 
tual Gifts, the only Glorification, they were capa- 


ble of in this Life. 


It could not, my Lord, poflibly refer to the 
Glory they were to inherit in a Life to come; and 
| that it ſignified no more than that he determined. 

to glorify, may be ſeen by comparing it with Epbe- 


frans 1. 4. where Elegit, Choſen, ſignifies plainly: 
determined to be choſ enn. ein 
Let me obſerve laſtly, that this whole Expoſition 
is confirmed by the following Interrogatory, v. 31. 
What ſhall we ſay to this? i. e. what ſnall we infer 
from it? Why this, that ſince God is for us, ſince 
God has thus determined to ſupport and to enable 
us, by extraordinary ſpiritual Gifts; who can pre- 
vent the Benefits, that he has deſigned for us? 
our ſuffering here is ſo far from being an 3 
0 
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of his forſaking us, that it ought to convince us, 
of his Love, his Favour and Regard. We ſhould 
from this reſt ſatisfied, that ſince he has given him 
to us, and for us, he will with him, alſo give us 
all things. 6 
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This, my. Lord, is evidently. the Sum of the 
Apoftle's whole Argument from the 15th Verſe of 
this Chapter to the End. Chriſt's Suffering was 
their Pattern, and by ſuffering like him, they 
were to be conformed to his Image; his Reaſoning 
plainly has Reſpect to nothing elſe; he does not 
ſeem to have had any thing more in view, than to 
convince. and to aſſure them, that their Sufferings, 
inſtead of being Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure, 
were, and ſhould be received by them, as real 
Aſſurances of their being at preſent in his Favour, 


* As, I have already obſerved that Calvin himſelf ex- 
plained theſe Texts in a Senſe not diſagreeing with the 
above Paraphraſe, it may not be amiſs to quote here bis 
Words, for the Uſe of thoſe who value his Authority. 


Calvin in Rom. 8. 28. 

Si quis malit ſeorſum legere hanc ſententiam, ut novo 
& argumento contendat Paulus, non ægrè vel moleſte 
« ferendas eſſe res adverſas, quæ ſalutem adjuvant, non 
V. 29. Ab ipſo igitur electionis ordine demonſtratur, 

ce omnes fidelium afflictiones nihil eſſe aliud, quam 

«© modum quo Chriſto conformentu. 

V. 30. “Verbum prefiniendi non electionem notari 
&, ſed illud Dei propoſitum vel decretum, quo ſuis: crucem 
&« ordinavit ferendam : Vocatio enim hic, ab arcana elec- 
* tione, diſtinguitur tanquam inferior.“ 


The Wonder then is how Calvin after freeing thoſe 
Texts in ſo plain a Manner, of the rigid Doctrine of ab- 
ſolute Predeſtination, ſhould take it up, and againſt his own 
Senlſe, go ſo deep into Auſtin's Scheme. 


— 


and 
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and Pledges of their receiving ſtill higher, and 
ſtronger Proofs of it, if they perſevered, and im- 
proved them according to his Purpoſe and De- 
Cree, 5 


In the foregoing Explication I have ſincerely 
formed my Judgment by the beſt Light I had, 
and on Review, think I am right, but / quis ſane 
melius aliquid poteſt invenire, et Evidentioribus de 
Scripturis Sanctis aſſertionibus, confirmare que dicit, 
la potius quam bec recipiantur. Whether, my 
Lord, I am right or wrong, the Paint ſtill will be 
equally clear, that St. Paul could have no ſuch. 
Doctrine in his Thoughts, as the Objector has 
charged him with. The Apoſtle will not be intel- 
ligibly prophane, becauſe he is intelligibly blaſ- 
phemous; ſo far from it, that St. Paul in this 
Place cannot be ſuppoſed to be eſtabliſhing any 
Doctrine at all. His general Subject, was a Point 
of Controverſy at the Time between Jews and 
Chriſtians, and a nice and perfect underſtanding 
of it at preſent, ſeems neceſſary no farther, than 
as it may be of Uſe to vindicate Chriſtianity fill 
againſt Jews, and thoſe who perſonate Jews in 
their Diſputes. The Controverſy, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, ceaſed with the Occaſion of it, 
and the principal Cauſe of the Obſcurity ſo gene- 
rally complained of, was perhaps, its lying ſo long 
neglected, till a different Mode of Language had 
obtained; the Author himſelf ſuppoſes, that St. 
Paul was ſufficiently intelligible at the Time to 
thoſe he wrote to : but were the Obſcurity greater 
than it is, the Objection is trifling z becauſe the 
Matter treated of, was never afterwards, 1s not 
now, a neceflary Point of Doctrine; it is not eſ- 
ſential to Faith, or to Practice; it is ſuch as Chri- 
ſtians may, or may not, be ſafely ignorant about: 
N What- 


_ 
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Whatever is neceſſary to either, we with ein 


aſſume, (though this Author will not allow us) is 
very clearly revealed in Terms neither ambiguous 
nor obſcure, Had they who had the Care of the 
Scriptures in the 2d and 3d Centuries conceived 
it of general Importance to Chriſtians to have un- 
derſtood St. Paul's Senſe in the Matter, I pre- 
ſume, and not without Grounds, that they would 
_ taken more Pains than they have, to explain 

; whereas we rarely meet with it in any of the 
WII ritings that are extant of thoſe Centuries. Ter- 
tullian and Origen are plainly againſt Auſtin in the 


Matter, little or no Notice ſeems to have been 


taken of it, till Pelagius, Czleſtinus and others, 
whom Auſtin would needs paſs for Manichees, 
ſet him to invent and dreſs up that Scheme, 
which he injudiciouſly imagined neceſſary to con- 
tute them all, and to him and modern Calvi- 
niſts, we owe all the Difficulty that puzzles us at 
this Day. 


After all, is it not moſt extraordinary, my 
Lord, that this Author ſhould preſume to affirm fo 
dogmatically, That the Doctrine of St. Paul in this 
Matter is very intelligibly prophane,* and in another 
to confeſs, That in what Senſe the Apoſtle underſtood 
his own Doctrine, he cannot take * him to deler- 
mine. | 


It might be of ſome Uſe, perhaps too, no diſa- 
greeable Entertainment, to collect and to preſent in 
one View, the ſeveral Inconſiſtencies and Contra- 
ditions that lie ſcattered through the Works of 


this celebrated Writer : I decline it not, my Lord, 


for the Trouble it would give me, but becauſe 


* Frag. & Min. p. 456. : 
they 
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they are too many to be brought into the Limits I 


have aſſigned to theſe Letters, from the Fear of 


encroaching too much on your Grace's Leiſure; 
and an Obſervation more pertinent, and immedi- 
ately connected with the Subject I am upon, offers 
from the Manner of expreſſing himſelf in the Page 
where he laid his Objection, with which I ſhall put 
an end to this too long Letter. 


4 The Doctrine, ſays he, taught by St. Paul is 
% not only very intelligibly prophane, but it is 
« likewife repugnant to all the Ideas of God's 
«© moral Perfections.“ 


Would your Grace, if you had not read it, be- 
lieve that a Man could poſſibly fay this, who had 
fo often affirmed, That we have no Ideas of Gods 


moral Perfections at all? How People may be dif- 


poſed to bear with this from this Author, I know 
not, but in the Opinion of his Friends, ſuch In- 
conſiſtencies would hardly paſs, or be thought to- 


lerable in another. If they think they are to be 


excuſed in him, I muſt conclude them as great 
Enemies to Reaſon as to Revelation, for I defy any 
Reaſon to reconcile theſe contradictory Propoſi- 
tions, 


T intend not, my Lord, to meddle in the Diſ- 
pute, whether we have any Idea of what Juſtice 
and Goodneſs are in God, it will be ſufficient to 
obſerve in general, that if we have no Idea of 
either, we can never with any certainty affirm, 
that any Doctrine is repugnant to God's Juſtice, 
and Goodneſs, or in any Inſtance conformable to 
them : Juſtice and Goodneſs are certainly Perfec- 
tions of the Divine Nature, this he will own, nor 
will any one elſe I think deny, and yet it they are 

2 = 
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either quite different Things in God from what 
they are in Man, and quite inconceivable to Man's 
Underſtanding, I want to know, why he owns it, 
or how he can be ſure of it, ſince he will not al- 
low that even Analogy can help our Ideas: Let it 
be remembred, my Lord, that I argue only ad 
Flominem, without pretending. to pronounce defi- 
nitively ; but the Conſequence will ſtand good a- 
gainſt him, that if we have no Ideas, no Doctrine 
can be repugnant to our Ideas; to a Man who has 
no Idea of White, you can never prove that Black 
is repugnant, or contrary to the Idea of White. 
To a Man who has no Idea of Virtue, you can never 
prove that Vice is repugnant to the Idea of Vir- 
tue. This, my Lord, is at the loweſt an un- 
pardonable Abuſe of Language in him, becauſe 


it is an Abuſe that he never will allow or excuſe 
in another. 


There is nothing more ſhocking to my Under- 
ſtanding, than the rigid Calviniſtical Doctrine of 
Predeſtination, the Conſequences of it are fright- 
ful, too frightful for the moſt rigid Calviniſts them- 
ſelves to maintain, though they never were nor 
never will be able to evade them; but then I af- 
firm, that the moſt rigid Calviniſt, has as good a 
Right to maintain, and as good a Right to be be- 
lieved, that his Doctrine is not repugnant to the 
Ideas of God's moral Perfections, as he has to aſ- 
ſert that it is, for upon his Principles, upon the 
Poſtulatum he has aſſumed, no one can ſay, whe- 
ther it is or is not: All that can be ſaid for it on 


either ſide, is, that it is Ar gumentum ad Ignoranti- 


am, which in many Caſes is very proper; but 
then he and his Friends of the Infidel Tribe will 
be obliged to admit that St. Paul is as well intitu- 
led to argue from human Ignorance, for Modeſty, 
| f Hu- 
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Humility, Acquieſcence, Submiſſion, and Reſig- 
nation to the divine Will and Wiſdom, and againſt 
| Arrogance, Conceit and Preſumption, as either he 
or they : Muſt the Truth and Evidence of Reli- 


gion be weakned, or deſtroyed, by the fame Ar- 
gument when urged againſt it by one, that is in- 


| tended to confirm and ſtrengthen it by another? 


muſt the ſame Argument I ſay be clear, cogent, 
and irreſiſtible, when urged againſt Religion, 
. weak, trifling, obſcure,and abſurd, when offered 
"In its Defence ? What is this but to fay, that Un- 
believers have clear Ideas, juſt and diſtinct Per- 
ceptions of God's Attributes, Believers none? ? 


If this be the Conſequence of admitting any 
religious Faith that it immediately robs men of 
their Senſes, brings with it an Incapacity of rea- 
ſoning and underſtanding, the Men who combine 
to baniſh Religion out of the World, to root out 
Piety and all pious Sentiments from the Hearts of 
Mankind, are for aught we can ſee their beſt 
Friends, and they who cultivate, and labour to 
improve them, their moſt dangerous, their only 
unqueſtionable Enemies. 


St. Paul, . to this Author,“ „ after 
« ſteering his Courſe through all theſe Rocks, 
thought it ſafe to caſt Anchor, and to wind up 
e the Conteſt in this modeſt Intimation, How un- 
5 ſearchable are his Judgments, and his ways paſt 
* — out. ; 

Nay: he fays farther, « Ihat be aid not pro- 
“ ceed to this 'ti]] he had firſt anſwered the Ad- 
e vocates for Judaiſm, by Arguments taken from 


4 vol. 5. p. 350. 
| G 3 & the 
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<« the Ideas of general Equity, of the Nature of 
“ God, of his Relations to Men, Sc.“ How 
applicable to him is what he applies to Metaphy- 
ſicians in general Qua teneam protea nodo, For 
after all, in the Opinion of our Author, St. Paul 
was prophane, and what he taught repugnant 
to the Ideas of God's moral Perfections, though 
he reaſons himſelf a hundred times over in 
the ſame Method, uſes the fame Argument, and 
frankly admits, ** That in all ſuch Caſes, all 
* ſhould be ultimately reſolved into the infinite 
„ Wiſdom and Power of the Firſt Cauſe,* and 
that nothing is more conformable to our Idea 
& of God, than to believe that human Reaſon 
„cannot account for the Proceedings of infinite 
„ Wiſdom in a Multitude of Caſes.” If this 
be true, as indeed it is, the Inſtance which St. 
Paul had before him, bids fair to be one of 
thoſe; nor do I ſee how the Advantage can 
be wreſted from him, but by ſuppoſing, that one 
who pretended to be inſpired, or to derive Know- 
ledge from Revelation, muſt infallibly always be 
wrong ; and he that conſiders all Pretenſions to 
it, as impoſſible, enthuſiaſtick, and imaginary, 
muſt Prey always be right. 


I doubt I have treſpaſſed too long, and tired 
your Grace, I will therefore ſtop the Current of 
my Thoughts, and take Leave of the Subject, 
by obſerving, that the Author has left behind 
him one Advice, by which we may all profit 
ſomewhat, if we will, viz, © To Reaſon cauli- 
% ouſly, 10 pronounce madeltly, to pradtiſe ſincere- 
„Ay, and to hope pumbly.” To do this, he adds, 
* 1570 be Wiſe and Goed : *. In this he 1s right ; 


* Vol. 5. p. 474- 
S$ Fragm, & Min. V. 5. p. 41. 


but 
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but if to be Wiſe and Good a Man muſt do all 
this, the Author's Wiſdom and Goodneſs, we 
have Reaſon to think, were very partial, and 
very defective : From the Picture he has left of 
himſelf, drawn by his own Hand, we ſee with 
Eaſe, we can ſay with Certainty, that how- 
ever he reaſoned or lived, he neither pronoun- 
ced with Modeſty, nor hoped with Humility. 
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My next will come within leſs Compaſs, and put 
an End, I expect, to your Grace's Trouble. 
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to trifle with you, as much as the Author 
has trifled with his Readers, by proceeding, 
to conſider the Inſtance he has brought, of whar 
he calls, * very inner trifling in the Apoſtle. - 


* OUR Grace may think that I am diſpoſed 


I confeſs it is below your Notice, and were it 
not that I find the Author's Name, in the Opinion 
of ſome People, gives Weight to every Thing he 
ſays, I ſhould think it below my own: Your Grace, 
ſince you have indulged me ſo long, muſt there- 
fore allow me to go on, and to finiſh my Plan, 
though I can hardly hope to entertain you ; what [ 
785 to ſay, may be of uſe to others. 


From what he has ſaid upon this Head, we are 
neceſſarily led to believe, that he meaned no more 
than to {well the Number and Bulk of his Objec- 
tions, to convince us, that, there was nothing in 
the Character or Writings of this Apoſtle that could 


pleale him. Where-ever he comes under his No- 


tice, he has laboured the Point to ſuch Exceſs, 
| ſpeaks fo much in the Style of thoſe Fathers, who 
he ſays, * Were very choleric, very foul- 


e mouthed, and often guilty of {ſcandalous Exag- 


* EM. p. 2335. | 
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e aggeration.” That his Caution againſt beliey- 
ing them, 1s more neceſlary againft believing 


himſelf, 


It happens, however, not unfortunately, that the 
Inſtance he has ſelected is no Point of Doctrine, 
but merely of Diſcipline ; and, in Matters of this 
Sort, your Grace may recollect, that he acknow- 
ledges the Apoſtle had ſome right to decide and 
to preſcribe; nay, he does more; for though the 
Apoſtle's Argumentation is, in his Judgment, in- 
relligibly trifling, it might, he acknowledges, © ap- 


<« pear very concluſive and intelligible to the G 


« rinthians x. I apprehend, therefore, that theſe 
two Conceſſions, without farther Evidence, are ſuf- 
ficient to acquit the Apoſtle, and to convict his 
Blaſphemer. For thus, my Lord, I may argue, 
and 35 Argument, I think, will be unanſwerable; ; 
that, if in the Exerciſe of their ſpiritual Gifts, any 
Irregularity or Indecency had ariſen, or that theſe 
Things had been the Occaſions of Strife and Con- 
fuſion among the Corinthians ; whatever the Nature 
of the Caſe was, whatever Method the Apoſtle 
took to decide it, if his Argumentation was both 
concluſive and intelligible, it could not be trifling ; 
the Gifts they were endowed with, we will ſay to 


humour him, might be trifling ; the Diſputes that 


had ariſen about the Exerciſe of them, might be 
trifling ; but the Sentence, upon Appeal, by which 
they were decided, if concluſive, if intelligible to 
the Diſputants, could not be trifling. 


We all know, that in ſome Conjunctures, the 
ſlighteſt Ceremony may be of great Importance, 
_ call for the Interpoſition of the higheſt Autho- 
rity : The flighter it is, the hotter generally the 


; PPT Eſſay 4. p. 332. and 335. 


De- 


_ A. —2— 


_ - Seems. Act. w- and  Q% a an mf + Fat Six 0% 


LETTER V.: 107 


Debate is; if it is neglected, irremediable Evils 
may follow: For the Authority, which ſeaſonably 
applied, was ſufficient to ſtop or prevent them, 
may be incompetent afterwards, | 


But waving this, if it was the Subject of the 
Apoſtle's Diſcourſe which he meaned to cenſure, I 
anſwer, it was of more Importance than He, or 
poſſibly ſome others, may imagine: For the Cuſ- 
toms of that Age and Country were quite different 
from what they are in ours, and without taking 
theſe in, there is no forming a proper Judgment in 


the Caſe : Many Things are decorous, proper, and 


allowable among us, that were not ſo amongſt 
them; with us, Women mix openly with Men 
in all public Aſſemblies, and Cuſtom has given 
them a Right to appear in our Aſſembles, without 
being covered or veiled: In the Cities of Greece it 
was otherwiſe; they were rarely allowed to appear 
abroad, never admitted at any Entertainment, ex- 
cept among near Relations; even at home, their 
Apartments were retired, where no body was al- 
lowed to enter, except Kinsfolk and intimate 
Friends. Now the Apoſtle's Argument has plain- 
ly a Reſpect to theſe Cuſtoms, and, in this light, 
inſtead of trifling, is extremely pertinent; an At- 
tempt to break through theſe Cuſtoms, on pretence 
of extraordinary Revelations, or of exerciſing the 
Gifts of Propheſying, as authoriſing them to ſpeak, 
and to be uncovered in the public Aſſemblies, if 
not timely prevented, might have been of very bad 
conſequence ; his Interpoſition in the Caſe, was 
therefore both proper and neceflary, and having 


Effect, by being intelligible and concluſive, could 
not be trifling. 


We are to conſider farther, that the ſame Me- 
thod of Reaſoning that would be impertinent or 


nu- 
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nugatory in an Addreſs to one Kind of People, 
would not be ſo to another: Whoever will argue 
ſo as to convince and to perſuade, muſt accommo- 
date his Diſcourſe to the common Notions, and bear 
a particular Reſpect to the preyailing Cuſtoms of 
the Age and Country he lives i in, nay, what is of- 
ten very difficult, to the Capacities of the People he 
js to ſpeak to. The ſame” Method, Stile, Lan- 
guage, Alluſions, and Arguments will not ſerve, 
nor indeed be proper, when ſpeaking ad aulam, 
or ad clerum, which might do very well, when 
ſpeaking ad populum; and St. Paul was too great 
a Maſter of popular Addreſs, not. to know what 
would ſuit, and how to accommodate his Diſcourſe 
to the Capacities, Cuſtoms, the particular Notions 
and Circumſtances of the People he was writing to: 
there is accordingly a very obſervable Difference in 
his Addreſs and manner of Reaſoning in the diffe- 
rent Situations he was in ; had he been to ſpeak to 
a Subject of this Kind before the Areopagites, to 


Feſtus, or Agrippa, his Argument and Addreſs had 
probably been both different. 


As the Author's Revtiuck upon this Paſſage is ex- 
ceedingly impertinent, his Concluſion too, my 
Lord, is equally unjuſt : It may ſerve to ſhew, that 
in the Diſtribution of Gifts, Women as well as 
Men, had ſometimes a Share; but it does not prove 
that both had a Right to publiſh them in the pub- 
lic Aſſemblies; for there Women were poſitively 
injoined Silence, and not permitted to ſpeak or to 
a 6 We read it is true in another Place of 


Women's praying and prophecying in the Aſ- 


ſemblies: What then? Are we therefore to con- 
clude that the Apoſtle contradicted himſelf, and 
has given inconſiſtent Inſtructions? It cannot be; 
the moſt that may be inferred is, that under certain 


Cir- 
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Circumſtances he has allowed at one time, what 
probably in different Circumſtances: he prohibited 
at another : We ſhould, my Lord, I fay, for that 
very Reaſon ſuppoſe, that the Circumſtances of the 
two Caſes were ſo different, as to make this neceſ- 
fary ; and that in given Circumſtances, what might 
be proper and becoming at one time, or in one 
way, might not be fo in another: Whence he was 
under a Neceſſity of varying his Inſtructions to pro- 
vide for both: But ſo it is, that in the Opinion of 
this Writer, every Thing that makes againſt the 
Apoſtle, muſt be admitted, and nothing that can 
be thought to favour him may. 


An Author of great Note and Learning, thinks 
the Difficulty here is removed by underſtanding the 
Word Propbecying, in this Place, to mean no more 
than praiſing God by ſinging in alternis, as the Cuſ- 
tom was in the primitive Church, according to 
Euſebius, and the Author of the Apoſtolical Con- 
ſtitutions; and the Suppoſition, my Lord, may 
not ſeem unreaſonable, becauſe it is no unuſual Sig- 
nification of the Word in other Parts of Scripture, 
and becauſe, as he farther obſerves, it is here coup- 
led with Prayer, which are Acts of Worſhip that 
generally go together. But there is this ſtrong Ob- 
jection againſt it, that as Mr. Locke + obſerves, 
the Apoſtle, ch. xiv. 3. expreſly explains Prophecy- 
ing by ſpeaking to Edification, Exhortation, c. 
which undoubtedly is the Act only of one Perſon. 


There 1s therefore a third Way which I prefer to 
either, which, to my Apprehenſion, intirely re- 
moves the Difficulty; and that is, by aſſuming that 
Women had ſeparate Aſſemblies, even for divine 


* To Mr. Mee Diſc. 16. + In Loc. 
+11 Wor- 
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Worſhip, where- Men were never allowed to be 


preſent, or to mix with them *. 


The extreme Delicacy uſed in the Cities of Greer 
to guard the Virtue and Chaſtity of Women, and 
the many ſevere Reſtraints which that Delicacy had 
laid them under, renders this highly probable : Be- 
fides it clears up, very ingeniouſly, to me at leaſt, 
very ſatisfactorily, the Meaning of the Words, 
becauſe of the Angels, which Mr. Locke confeſſes he 
did not underſtand : It is ſtrengthened too, if not 
confirmed by an Obſervation from Grotius, ** That 
although in Judæa, where the Cuſtoms were not 
% ſo ſevere, and Men were allowed the neceſſary 
« Acceſs to do the Office of Deacons, the Inſtitu- 
c tion of Men-deacons was ſufficient : Let, in the 
Cities of Greece, where ſuch Liberty was intirely 

“ prohibited, they had, and there was a Neceſſity 
of inſtituting both Female Deaconneſſes and Prei- 
“ byters;” which laſt Office, though only occaſi- 
onal, Grotius imagines continued in uſe among them 
till the Council of Laodicæa, and were ordained by 
Impoſition of Hands. So that to theſe Female 
por; the Apoſtle here may be ſuppoſed to be 
giving Directions; and I confeſs to your Grace, 
that neither this Order in the Church (at firſt but 
occaſional, though it continued longer in uſe than 
the Occaſion of it ſeemed to require) nor theſe In- 


{tructions can be well accounted for, but upon the 


Suppoſition already advanced, that Women had 
their ſeparate Aſſembles for Worſhip, &c. 


It has been imagined by others, that the Diffi- 
culty which has puzzled Mr. Locke 1s cleared by 


correcting the Reading, only leaving out one of 


* Taylor on Rom. xvi. 1. 
the 
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the 78 in the Word aYYtNoGy in which way the Senſe 
will be, becauſe of the Flock or Congregation of 
young Men“; but this is not ſupported by any 
various Reading in the Manuſcripts, and the Ob- 
ſervation in itſelf is rather too minute to come from 
ſo great a Man, or to deſerve much Streſs or Con- 
ſideration: But however this be, which ever Way 
we take to expound it, the Matter is not great, 
and none but ſuch as are extremely addicted to ca- 
vil, and who, to pleaſe and entertain themſelves, 
will trifle with their Readers, would take any no- 
tice of it; for this Reaſon, that at preſent it no way 
affects us, nor is it of any conſequence to Religion 
how 1t is determined: Without an exact Know- 
ledge of the Cuſtoms and Uſages of the Church of 
Corinth at the time, and likewiſe of the civil Cuſ- 
toms of the Country in Conformity to which the 
Eccleſiaſtical ones were undoubtedly regulated, 
there is no being preciſe or definitive in the Point: 
Of the Cuſtoms of the Church we have no account 
to direct our Judgment, beſides what may be col- 
lected from the Writings of this very Apoſtle, and 
if we are to depend upon him for Information, he 
has an undoubted Right to be interpreted ſo as to 
be conſiſtent, eſpecially as it is only from our Igno- 
rance of the Cuſtoms that this very trifling Diffi- 
culty at all ariſes; though of the civil Cuſtoms re- 
ferred to, which help to confirm the Expoſition I 
have given, we have Accounts authentic, clear, 
and full. | LE ad 


If your Grace, or any other intelligent Reader, 
ſhould here aſk me, why I have been at ſo much 
Pains to conſider, and to anſwer, ſince St. Paul has 

* Biſhop Taylor's Lib. of Proph. | 
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Himſelf given fo full and fo determinate an Anſwer 


to this Objection, in the laſt Verſe of the Chapter 


T have no Anſwer, no Apology to offer, but that 


already intimated, that the Rank, in which the 


Opinion of the Public has ſet the Author, extorted 


it from me: Whatever he ſays, is, it ſeems, ſure 


of Attention; for this Reaſon, every Evidence muſt 


be weighed, every Allegation muſt be tried, the 


{lighteſt not rejected without hearing. The Apoſ 


tle's Sentence is undoubtedly g propos, and under 
that I ſhall leave it upon the Reader's Thoughts: 


But if any Man ſeem to be contentious, we have no 


ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Churches of God. 


We have, my Lord, one Objection more to 
conſider, viz. © The Imputation of Hypocrily ; by 


* ſhifting his Doctrine, and aſſuming contrary 
< Characters, as Occaſion called, and Exigency re- 
* quired.” In this the Author is not {ingle, nor 


the firſt who made the Objection ; Mr. Chubbs, 


equally-candid in the fame Spirit of Infidelity (un- 
der the Conduct of which Mole-hills fo eaſily riſe 
into Mountains) had before him objected the ſame: 
As often as it has been objected, 1 doubt not it has 
been anſwered; but as the Anſwers have come 
none of them to my Hands, and may have eſcaped 
others who would wiſh to have it conſidered, I may 
be allowed to lengthen my Page, in the Hope that 


what I write may poſſibly fall into their way. Tho 
we ſhould fail to convince, or reclaim ſuch as have 
already gone off and declared againſt us, we may 
yet prevent wavering, and may confirm the un- 
fable. 


In the "> of the Author, the Objection 
cannot be evaded : © We have, ſays he, St. Paul's 
5 own Words for it, and he boaſts of it.“ 2 

ave 
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have ſo; and we neither ought, nor will attempt 
to evade it: This Part of his Character we ſhall 


neither deſire, nor endeavour to conceal. 


© Volet bæc ſub Luce videri 
Fudicis Argutum que non formidat Acumen. 


We have only to wiſh, my Lord, that the Exam- 
ple had been more, and oftener copied ; that the 
ſame prudent Conduct, by which the Author tells 
us Chriſtianity was at firſt ſo ſucceſsfully propa- 
“ gated, had been followed by many, who have 
ſince reaped much Fruit of his Labour; and in 
the Eaſe and Security to which they ſucceeded, 
had little more to do, than to preſerve and keep 
together what he had ſo carefully planted and 
watered, to preſerve it from the Canker of Ver- 
min, and from the Ruſt of Time. By the ſame 
Meaſures, judiciouſly purſued, with leſs Policy and 
more Simplicity, it had, been in a Situation, at this 
Day, neither eaſy nor ſafe for him to attack. 


Whether Evil, in any Caſe, may be committed 
or incurred, for ſake of obtaining even a real and 
oreater Good, is a Propoſition about which Divines 
and Politicians may be ſuppoſed, at all times, not 
to agree. What Reaſons of State, in dangerous 
and critical Caſes, may ſometimes adviſe, how far 
Ends may ſanctify Means, neither laudable nor al- 
lowable, I have nothing to ſay to at preſent, far- 
ther than to intimate, that, in general, the Affir- 
mative, I believe, is too often, and too haſtily aſ- 
ſumed ; and that Neceſſities are too frequently ſup- 
poſed, where in fact there are none: Of this I am 
politive, that of Chriſtian Ethics, the Negative 1s 
always the Principle, and that no Hiſtory furniſhes 
an Inſtance more appoſite than that of St. Paul to 
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illuſtrate and to prove it: In the Senſe in which 
temporiſing is vicious or blameable, no Man was 
ever leſs prone to it: He knew not how to do it; 
he ſeems complexionally rather to have leaned to 
the other Extreme, and that all his Prudence and 
good Senſe were no more than ſufficient, in ſome 
Caſes, to check that Propenſity: Where Duty call- 
ed, where Conſcience ſet the Bounds, no Man was 
ever more reſolute and ſteady; he was immoveable, 
incapable of bending; in Doctrine and Diſcipline 
his Rule was, Ne ad horam ceſſimus *. This cele- 
brated Writer, in his aſſumed Character of a Pa- 
triot, 1f he was ſincere, as we have reaſon to doubt, 
was not a warmer Aſſertor of Civil Liberty, than 
St. Paul was of Religious. and Eccleſiaſtical : To 
him Chriſtians are principally indebted, after Chriſt, 
for the Portion they enjoy; when it was totally 

loft, the Odds was againſt us, that without the 
Light of his Example and Doctrine, it had never 
been recovered : It was weak Policy in thoſe who 
laid the Plan of inflaving the World, when they 
had fo long and ſo ſucceſsfully purſued it, to pre- 
ſerve in their Archives, Books, which they might 
have reckoned would one time or other be produced 


and pleaded againſt them, and of Weight and Au- 
thority ſufficient to overſet them. 


The ſame Providence which preſerved them : 


then, will enable, we truſt his Servants, to defend 
them now. | N 


* I know not whether the Reader may think it worth 
nothing, that Dr. Grabe in his Notes upon Mills, and F. 
Simon in his Crit. Hiſt. of the Text of the New Teſtament, 
both ſay, that this Text ſhould be read without the Nega- 
tive ovg: according to the oldeſt Manuſcripts; but the Senſe 
plainly requires it ſhould be retained, though it will not 
bear all that Dr. South and others have laid upon it. 


St. 


St. Paul, it is true, made himſelf all Things to 
all Men, that he might by all Means fave ſome : 
No Man had ever a more inlarged or more affec- 


tionate Charity for the whole Race of Mankind. 


For his Brethren and Kinſmen, according to the 
Fleſh, he had great Heavineſs, and continual Sor- 
row of Heart, ſo much as to wiſh himſelf accurſed 
(or ſeparated) from Chriſt for their ſake; as far as 
Duty would permit, theſe kind Sentiments un- 
doubtedly would and did carry him : Accordingly, 
though his genera] Doctrine to the Gentiles was, 
that they were intirely exempt from the Burden of 
the Moſaic Rites, and had rio need, as this Author 
has it, to become Fews firſt, in order to become 
Chriſtians afterwards ; and that he thought the Ob- 
ſervance of them unneceſſary, even to himſelf, 
without Prejudice to his real Intereſt in the New 
Covenant; yet, upon many Occaſions, he did 
comply with theſe ſame Maſaic Rites in his own 
| Perſon, and allowed others to do the ſame. 


Thus * we find that he circumciſed Timothy, and 
that before he went up to Jeruſalem, or had con- 
ſulted with the other Apoſtles in the Matter, that 
either He, or Aquila, had a Vow of Nazariti/m 
at Cenchrea, which he either performed himſelf, 
or ſuffered him to perform; in theſe two Inſtances 
he acted voluntarily and from Judgment; he was 
under no Conſtraint, no Awe from the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, nor is there any Reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
there was any Plot or Contrivance between him and 
the reſt: It is therefore from theſe Inſtances pro- 
bable that he had no Intention to conceal his pro- 
per Character, at leaſt that he did not imagine that 
he was diſguiſing it at the Time. 


* 4s xvi. 1. & XVill. 18. 
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Afterwards, when he went up to Feruſalem, and 
found that a Suſpicion had been entertained there 
that he taught the Jews, who were among the Gen- 
tiles, to forſake Moſes : To purge himſelf of that 
Suſpicion, by the Advice of James and of the Elders, 
he conformed to the ſame remarkable Inftitution of 
the Law, by joining himſelf to four Men who had 
a Vow of Nazariti/m, ſubjecting himſelf to the ſame 
Vow for ſeven Days, and joining with them in the 
ſame Expence k. 


Theſe now, my Lord, are the Inſtances objected 
to his Reproach, and brought by our Author to 
make out the Charge of Hypocriſy, of temporiſing 
againſt Principle, and of diſſembling againſt Con- 
ſcience : The Author, I confeſs, my Lord (as he is 


maſterly in this way) has ſhewn ſome Art in drav- 


ing up the Charge; but I take upon me to ſay, 
that he has, at the fame time, ſhewn in the whole 
ſuch Ignorance of the intire Scheme of Chriſtianity, 
and the Doctrine of this Apoſtle, as, if it was not 
the Effect of wilful Miſrepreſentation, very ill be- 
came him, in the Character either of a Critic or of 
a Philoſopher: In the two Characters, of a Critic 
and an honeſt Man, if he gains any thing in the 
one, he loſes it in the other: But to do him Juſtice 
in moſt Caſes (where J have been at the trouble of 
examining) he ſeems freely to compound, always to 
give up the latter for ſake of the former : Of the 
Glory that he has atquired. few I believe will, ana 
no Man I think need, to envy him. 


In the Caſe before us, it may be aſked (the Au- 
thor could with Eaſe have anſwered it, had he aſk- 
ed himſelf) whether in any of theſe Inſtances, there 


* As xxi. 21. 25. 
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was any thing directly and properly vicious or ſinful, 
which an upright and a good Man might not ſafe⸗ 
ly and innocently comply with? He knew, the 
contrary will not be pretended, that in their own 
Nature the Things were Adiapharous, neither Good 
or Evil, but in reſpect of the End they were deſigned 
to ſerve, and in reſpect of the Will of the Inſtitutor: 
From this they derived a temporary, but not a 
ſtanding or perpetual Obligation: There was then 
in this way of conſidering it, no harm in comply- 
ing with them, when any uſeful, ſocial, or friend - 
ly Purpoſe might be ſerved by them. 


Did Chriſt peremptorily forbid the Uſe of all 
Moſaic Rites ? This, my Lord, 1s not pretended ; 
the contrary he often alledges, that Chriſt, both 
by Example and Precept, had authoriſed and given 
them a Sanction. Did Paul himſelf teach the Fews, 
or lay them under any Injunction not to obſerve 
the Law of Moſes ? This, my Lord, our Author 
does pretend; but in this I affirm, and I can prove, 
he was miſtaken : The Fallacy by which he would 
impoſe upon his Readers is this; he confounds 
contrary Things, or of two makes one; and be- 
cauſe he preached to the Gentiles an intire Exemp- 
tion from the Maſaical Law, he would have you 
believe that he did the ſame to the Fews : That 
when he told the Gentiles that they could not be 
faved, 7. e. could not be intituled to the Advan- 
tages, nor enjoy the Privileges of the new Cove- 
nant if they were circumciſed ; the ſame was to 
be underſtood as ſaid to tlie Jews, though they had 

already received the Sign, the Seal of legal Righ- 
teouſneſs, and could not put it off. It would have 
been ſtrange Doctrine, my Lord, to a Perſon al- 
ready circumciſed to tell him, that he muſt not 


be circumciſed; every Few muſt have laughed at 
H 3 ſuch 
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ſuch an Argument, no Few, I am ſure, could be 
converted by 1t. | 


If we will believe St. Paul himſelf in the Mat- 
ter, we ſhall at once ſee that the Charge is ground- 
leſs, the Evidence abſolutely falſe: When writing 
to the Galatians he tells the Gentiles, that if they 
be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit them nothing; 
to them it was his conſtant Doctrine. Does he 
ſay the ſame to the Jews ? By no means. On the 
contrary, to prevent any ſuch Apprehenſion, he 
immediately adds, But I teſtify again to every Man 
that is circumciſed, * i. e. lo every Jew, that he is a 
Debtor to the whole Law: Here yuagrvcouns & mon, 
ſhould be rendered, But I ſeſtiſy again, and not for 
I teſtiſy again : And itis aſtoniſhing that the Com- 
mentators have ſo generally miſtaken the Senſe of 
this Paſſage ! when it 1s plain, that to prove the 
Conſiſtency of his own Doctrine, the Apoſtle was 
here warily guarding againſt Miſapprehenſion, 
by putting them in mind, that though he ſo 
warmly preſſed the Gentiles to ſtand faſt in the Li- 
berty with which Chriſt had made them free, yet, 
that there was an Exception to the Fews; and the 
Word 74x» ſhews, that the ſame Exception which 
he admitted then, he had made before. 


His circumciſing of Timothy does in no Reſpect 
weaken his Defence; for beſides that Timothy was 


* Gal. v. I. 3. Even Erotius andLocke run into the common 
Miſtake, and the latter uſes here a very forced and unnatu- 
ral Paraphraſe to bring it to ſpeak his Senſe: The Ne- 
eeſſity of underſtanding the Apoſtle in the Senſe I have taken 
bim in, ariſes from the Difficulty of anſwering the Author's 
Objection, upon any other Senſe, and vindicating the Apoſ- 
tle; and reconciling, not only his Conduct with bis Doc- 
trine, but likewiſe his Doctrine with the perſonal Conduct 
of Chriſt, and his Diſcourſe upon more than one Occaſion. 


the 
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the ſon of a Jewiſh Woman who believed, we have 
in the Hiſtory a very particular Reaſon for his do- 
ing of it ; he was well reported of the Brethren 
who were at Lyſtra and Iconium, he therefore took 
him with him (not to preach to the Gentiles as the 
Objection might ſuppoſe) but becauſe of the Jews 
who were in thoſe Quarters, to whom he judged, 

he would for that Reaſon be the more acceptable, 


as they all knew that Timzoby's Father was a 
Greek. 


In neither one nor in all of theſe Inſtances, is 
there, by this Account, the leaſt Inconſiſtency in 
St. Paul's Doctrine and Character; in two of 
them he acted from the Suggeſtions of his own 
Prudence to juſtify his Conſiſtency, and in the o- 
ther by the Advice of his Brethren, to purge him- 
ſelf of Inconſiſtency: He was, my Lord, to far 
from aſſuming a feigned Character, or diſſembling 
his proper one, that we have all the Reaſon, which 
the Circumſtances of the Caſe can poſſibly give us, 
to believe, that though he thought the Mz/azc 
Rites unncceflary to be obſerved by himſelf, with 
reſpect to his own perſonal Intereft in the Golpel, 
yet that he might both ſafely and innocently com- 
ply with them, when the Proſpect of gaining his 
Brethren, or of ſoftening their Prejudices invited 
him to it. When no ſuch Motive preſented, and 
it was demanded, or infiſted upon as a Right; 
when falte Brethren came in privily to ſpy out their 
Liberty, and to bring them again into Bondage 
then even Tilus, who was with him, being a 
Greek, though an Attempt had been made to com- 
pel him, he would not ſuffer to be circumciſed. 
Take, my Lord, both Accounts, as they are ſta- 
ted in the Acts, and in his Epiſtle of Timothy and 
Titus, and you will eaſily ſee that his Conduct in 

* each 


—— 
go ee» 
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each was proper, conſiſtent, and juſtifiable; for 
| ſufficient good Reaſons, he complied in the firſt , 
in the laſt he would not give place by Subjection ; 
he withſtood to the Face thoſe who would have 
compelled him; he would not make himſelf a 


Tranſgreſſor, by building again the Things he had 
deſtroyed. 


Upon the W hole, the true, the fair State of the 
Caſe, as I apprehend, my Lord, was this ; the 
Rites of the Maſaic Law were incorporated, and in 
ſome reſpects part of the national and-civil Polity, 
the Goſpel interfered not with any national Polity, 

in all indifferent Things it left all Men in all Coun- 
tries in the Conſtitution in which it found them, 
without meaning to alter, abrogate, or ſubvert any 
of them, With reſpect to all other Nations, ex- 
cept the Jews, this is conſtantly, univerſally ac- 
knowledged ; why with reſpect to the Jes is it 
denied ? can any Man give a Reaſon ? Hence it 
was that theſe Rites, many of them, remained in 
Uſe ſo long even under Chriſtianity, longer per- 
haps than there was Occaſion for them, perhaps it 
may be true, as our Author obſerves, during a 
Succeſſion of fifteen Biſhops at Jeruſalem ; but 
when the Jews ceaſed to be a Nation, and had no 
longer the Temple, nor any Sign of God's peculi- 
ar Preſence among them; when that was deſtroy- 
ed and they were driven out of the Land, which 
God had given them, as their Polity was then 
broken up, quite diſſolved, the Moſaic Rites of 
Courſe ceaſed, they became, my Lord, not only 
uſeleſs, but impotlible to be uled. In this Light 
St. Paul ſeems to have conſidered the Matter, and 
upon this Plan his Doctrine and Conduct are both 
_ conliſtent and reconcileable ; he did nothing which 
ny upright conſcientious Man in the ſame Cir- 


cumſtances 


— 
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cumſtances would not, or ought not to have done. 
Where Compliances were ſinful, or would do hurt, 


no Perſuaſion could drive him, where it was inno- 


cent and expedient his humane charitable Diſpoſi- 
tion led him eaſily to it: Upon this View of the 


Caſe, no reaſonable, no intelligent Reader will de- 
fire to be detained, or to have more Words ex- 
pended in his Vindication. 


Thus, my Lord, I have led you a tedious and 
dreary Courſe, thro' a very wide and ſpacious 
Field, where there was little to entertain the Ima- 
gination, where neither your Eye nor your Ear 
could, I doubt, be agreeably diverted. If I have 
wearied my ſelf, as indeed I have, it is for that 
Reaſon more than probable that I have wearied 
you too; I therefore haſten to a Concluſion, and 
ſhall trouble you no longer than juſt to turn your 
Thoughts for a Moment to the Author's final and 
deciſive Judgment upon the Subject of Religion in 
general. 


He tells you in the laſt Page of this long Eſſay, 
That Chriſtianity is contained in the Goſpels, 
** and that the Goſpel is the Word of God, and 
requires our Veneration and ſtricteſt Conformi- 
** ty.” But in this, my Lord, we are not to mind 
him, becauſe from a Multitude of Arguments 
and Obſervations, through the preceding four 
hundred Pages, it is very evident that he 
neither believed a Tittle of this himſelf, nor 
would have you believe a Tittle of it. It is all in 
Sport and Deriſion, to amuſe and divert himſelf. 
Throughout this whole Eſſay the only Point labour- 
ed, and ſeemingly in View with him, was to weak- 
en every Proof of Chriſtianity, that had been 

heretofore offered or inſiſted upon by others, and 
: To | his 
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his laſt Judgment is, that in a political Senſe only 


Religion deſerves, or has any Right to be * 
by Mankind. 


Of what he ſays then as a Politician, we have a 
Right to make our Advantage, for if ever he is 
© ne it is when he ſpeaks | in this Character. 


In Theological Controverſies, where the Truths 
of revealed Religion are under Trial, either for 
their Importance, the Senſe in Which they are 
taught, or their Connection with one another, 

little Weight can be allowed to his Judgment, be- 
cauſe in Fact he ſeems to have been at little or no 
Pains to inform himſelf, by ſtudying or examining. 
the Scripture, where only thoſe Truths are taught 
in their Purity ; he ſeems rather to have truſted 
to the Accounts of others, and to have ſearched 
even them, in the View of finding Objections a- 
gainſt them; this is plainly the Uſe he has made 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ; for this End only, he 
ſeems to have conſulted any of the Fathers. 


But ſtill, my Lord, the Part that he acted in 

Life, the various Scenes he had traverſed, with 

the Help of a quick diſcerning Intellect, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have opened to his View the Springs of 

ſocial Happineſs, all or moſt too of the Imperfec- 
tions and Defects, from which it receives ſo many 
and ſo ſtrong Abatements: In this Capacity there- 
fore his Friends may plead, and we may be obliged 

to admit, that he has a Right to be heard, I do, 


my Lord, admit it; and your Grace, I believe, 
does not think I am wrong. 


In that Capacity he delivers himſelf thus. 
| oy To 
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6c To make Government effectual to all the 
6 good Purpoſes of it, there muſt be a Religion, 


« this Religion muſt - be National, and this Nati- 


« onal Religion muſt be me in Reputati- 
4 on and Reverence ; all other Religions or Sects 
* muſt be kept too low to become the Rivals of it: 


a 
AQ 


of good Policy.” 


If the Author is right in this, and I preſume, my 
Lord, neither Friends nor Foes will diſpute it with 
him, I may here draw my Concluſion, the Premi- 
ſes, I apprehend, will ſufficiently warrant it. 


Why need we go farther, why look out for any 
* other than the Religion we have. 


The Chriſtian Scheme, ® has «nova it, 
my Lord, twenty Times over, is a Scheme of uni- 
verſal Benevolence: ; all the Intereſts of Mankind 
are effectually ſerved and ſecured by it; every 
Thing that can make Men happy in themſelves, 
or happy | to one another, is taught and recom- 
mended in it ; and under ſuch Sanctions as if they 
add no Strength, as he would ſometimes inſinuate, 
to our natural and legal Obligations, can in no re- 
ſpect ever weaken or break in upon them: Was 
there ever, is there any where, my Lord, at this 
Day, upon the Face of the Earth, any thing that 
bears the Form or Appearance of Religion, that, 
in this View, may be ſet in Compariſon or Compe- 
tition with it? Your Grace is ready to anſwer there 
is not: The moſt audacious of the unbelieving 
Tribe, will hardly ſay there is. 


* the Wiſdom of our Conſtitution, has joined ad- 
«© mirably 


. «© Theſe are, in my APP firſt Principles 


If then, it be farther true, as he ſays, © That 
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% mirably well together, the two moſt compatible 
4 Things in the World, how incompatible ſoever - 
„they may have been ala epreſented, A Teſt and 
a Toleration, and by rejecting all the Principles 
“ of Latitudinarians and Rigidiſts, have gone far 


to prevent theſe Evils that gave Occaſion to the 
0 Objections of Atheiſts, 


I put the Queſtion, I am not afraid of the An- 
ſwer : Hath not our National Religion a Right to 
be maintained in Reputation and Reverence ? If it 
be leſs expoſed to the Objections of Atheiſts than 
any other, upon his Principles it ſurely has; why 
then did he, why do ſo many others, labour to de- 
tract from the Reputation and Reverence both 
juſtly and confeſſedly its due? Had he, when he 
aſſigned himſelf this Taſk, have they who drudge 
on in the ſame Track, can one or the other pretend 
to have the Intereſts of Society, or the particular 
Good of their Country in their Thoughts ? Have 
they any Thing to offer in Excuſe ? Is not he in- 
famous, are not the reſt ſhameleſs ? 


Let us ſuppoſe, my Lord, that our National Re- 
ligion has ſome ImperfeCtions ; that a few Errors 
have been retained ; that by one Means or other it 


did not come fo pure from the Hands of the R- 


finers, as ſome rational, ſome pious Minds per- 
haps would wiſh; our Reformers, we will ſay, 
though they did the beſt they could, did leſs, than 
perhaps they were diſpoſed to do ; poſſibly they re- 
tained ſome Things which they did not like or in- 
tirely approve, and for the ſame or a like Rea- 
ſon, rejected others that they would wiſh to have 
kept: Does this give a Reaſon why any one ſhould, 
or will it excuſe any who do, expoſe or inſult thoſe 

Imperfections? Whoſoever has uſed his Thoughts 

.to 


vate, though it be to reform and mend, a nati- 
onal eſtabliſhed Religion, is rarely a ſafe, at no 
Time an eaſy Matter ; where one will be fatisfied 
with the Innovation, a hundred perhaps would be 
diſpleaſed ; and they who are ſatisfied and eaſy un- 
der the preſent Syſtem or Diſpoſition, have in ge- 
neral we will only ſay, as good a Right to be 
conſulted and conſidered, as they who are not. 


I donot mention this asa ſtanding Reaſon, always 
in Force, to ſtop or to ſuſpend Reformation, where 
it is really wanting, but only to intimate, that e- 
ven where it is eligible, adviſeable, and ſeemingly 
neceſſary for the reclaiming of Diſſenters, it is a 
Matter that calls for all the Warineſs, all the 
Strength of Human Wiſdom ; and that in gene- 
ral, good Minds will always chuſe rather to bear 
with a few Faults, than run the Hazard, too much 
to be apprehended, from paſt Experiments, of 


incurring greater, and of multiplying, inſtead of 


leſſening the Number of Diſſenters. I may, and 
I will, my Lord, go farther; if Diſſenters, even 
under the Character of Religioniſts, when they 
make this Demand, ſhall in every Experiment 
ſhew, that their Deſign was never to reform ours, 
but to diſcard it, and to ſubſtitute their own in its 
Place, they ought not, they. cannot, they muſt 


not, at any Time, or in any Circumſtances expect, 


or hope to be gratified. 1 


In fine, and it is the principal Thing I had in 
View to recommend to the Reader's ſerious Con- 
ſideration: We ſee here from the Confeſſion of 


this profound Politician, how little our national - 


Religion wants to free it from Exception, and to 
Take it perfect; if it be not as perfect as it might 
be, 
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to ſuch Subjects, knows that to alter and to inno- 
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be, it is, yet better than any other Nation has 

boaſt : Let us therefore, my Lord, reſolve jointly 
and unanimouſly to ſupport it, to maintain it, in 
that Reputation and Reverence, that as a national 
Religion in genera] it is intituled to. Your 
Grace's Care, I am confident, will not be want- 
ing, and under that Confidence, I take my Leave, 
and have the Honour to ſubſcribe myſelf; Sc. 
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